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Pat h  to  c l i m at e  c h a n g e  s o lu t i o n s

At a time when high electricity prices met a slowing economy, the United States Congress pushed 
for legislation to address global warming concerns. While climate change legislation was not passed 
by Congress in 2009, IMPA is already preparing itself for future changes and has been active in 
encouraging Congress to write a responsible bill that will curb global warming while easing the 
financial burden on consumers. 

Indiana Partnership for Fair & Affordable Energy
Along with being politically active on issues affecting the electric industry and municipalities 
generally, IMPA remained in constant contact with consumers and member communities, keeping 
them informed of evolving climate change legislation. One of its biggest communication projects 
involved a partnership with Indiana rural electric cooperatives. 

In May 2009, IMPA helped launch the Indiana Partnership for Fair & Affordable Energy. The Agency 
and its members, as well as the Indiana Statewide Association of Rural Electric Cooperatives, Hoosier 
Energy and the Wabash Valley Power Association formed the partnership to inform Hoosiers about 
proposed climate change legislation and the potential impact on Indiana’s electric rates.

The Indiana Partnership for Fair & Affordable Energy supports responsible climate change  
legislation and public policy that achieves carbon reductions at an affordable cost for consumers. 
To educate consumers about proposed legislation and its impact, the Partnership launched a 
statewide television advertising campaign and web site at www.FairPowerNow.org. At this web 
site, Hoosiers can support fair carbon legislation that balances environmental goals with consumer 
affordability by signing a petition, contacting elected officials, and sharing the message with  
friends and family.

Agency-wide communication efforts 	
Communication of evolving climate change legislation was not limited to the Indiana Partnership 
for Fair & Affordable Energy. With a variety of resources on hand, the Agency turned to its member 
communities to spread information and knowledge to consumers. 		
	
Education began with several features on climate change and legislative updates in IMPA’s Municipal 
Power News. The Municipal Power News is distributed tri-annually to electric consumers in the 
Agency’s member communities. IMPA staff also visited member city and town councils to give 
presentations with detailed information about climate change, pending legislation, and statistics  
that detailed the effects of potential legislation on Indiana electric prices. 
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The Indiana Partnership for Fair & 
Affordable Energy launched a web site 
at www.fairpowernow.org, enabling 
Hoosiers to voice their support for fair 
carbon legislation by signing a petition, 
contacting elected officials, and sharing 
the message with family and friends.

In 2009, IMPA and its Board of Commissioners made it possible for member communities to enter into 
net metering agreements with consumers, provided their local governments approve an ordinance 
establishing guidelines for the installation and operation of the appropriate renewable technology. 

Participating electric utility customers will be able to offset their electric use with renewable energy 
resources such as wind, solar, geothermal, hydro, or biomass facilities built and maintained on their 
property. Once an on-site resource is installed, customers can connect it to their home or business 
and use energy generated in their own backyards. Any energy generated that exceeds the customer’s 
consumption is credited back on the customer’s future electric bills. 

On-site Demonstration at IMPA
In 2009, IMPA began the process of expanding its green living practices to IMPA’s headquarters. 
On-site renewable energy generation at IMPA’s Carmel, Indiana offices was made possible in part by 
a $40,000 grant from the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, Indiana Office of Energy Development. 
The project will include 28 solar panels capable of producing 6.34 kW of renewable power, a 1.3 kW 
second generation vertical axis wind turbine with the capacity of producing 1,200 to 2,100 kilowatt 
hours per year, and a solar water heater expected to meet the Agency’s hot water demands. Although 
the project will provide only a fraction of the building’s total energy needs, the Agency hopes to use 
the renewable energy resources as an educational tool for member communities and their customers. 
IMPA will make information about these demonstration projects readily available to members and 
their customers on the Agency’s website and will install an in-house kiosk to monitor and display 
daily, monthly and yearly generation for visitors to its building. The solar panel, wind turbine and 
solar water heater projects are expected to be completed by summer 2010. 




