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2019 Indiana General Assembly Week 15
The 15th week of the 2019 legislative session is complete.  All state 
offices, including the Indiana General Assembly, will be closed on 
April 19th, in observance of Good Friday.  

We are at the Conference Committee point of the session.  This 
means that everything is very fluid, and language can conceivably 
be pulled out from one bill and inserted into another in the blink 
of an eye.  No subject matter is truly dead until the last gavel 
drops.  Because of this, this week’s update will not discuss specific 
legislation, as nothing is final until a conference committee report is 
finalized by both the House and Senate.  

We are keeping a keen eye out for anything that could impact IMPA 
or our municipal electric members.   Many of the bills we tracked 
throughout the session have moved on to the Governor’s desk, but 
there are still several of interest that will not be finalized until the 
final hours of session. 

There are between 3 and 6 legislative days remaining before the 
legislature adjourns Sine Die.  The target adjournment date has 
been Friday, April 26th, since the beginning of the session in January.  
However, recent conversation has focused on Wednesday, April 
24th.  That will be a heavy lift given the weighty issues that are 
unresolved, not the least of which is House Bill 1001, the state 
budget.  As is always the case in a budget-writing session, House 
and Senate fiscal conferees will be spending the final session days 
in negotiations, working out their differences.  The Speaker of the 
House made it clear that he intends to adhere to the practice of 
allowing 24 hours for the full House to review the proposed two-
year plan before voting on it.   

The final state revenue forecast was released on Wednesday this 
week, making those budget negotiations a bit more challenging 
and interesting.  The updated April revenue forecast indicates that 
legislators have about $100 million less to work with than what 
the December 2018 forecast called for.  Legislators had been 
anticipating a slightly lower revenue picture, so they will now sit 
down and hammer out necessary revisions to the $34.6 billion 
two-year state budget.

At this point in the session, several big pieces of legislation are 
being ironed out in conference committees.  In addition to the 
budget, gaming, guns, school safety, and teacher pay are all issues 
still to be resolved.   

Of the 1,349 pieces of legislation introduced for consideration 
this year, 424 survived the first half of session.  At this point, 
there are a little more than 300 House and Senate bills still 
alive.    Dissent motions have been filed on about 100 bills that 
were amended in the other chamber, ensuring that a conference 
committee either has been or will be convened in the next few 
days to work out differences.  Bills that made it through the 
second house without any amendments are headed straight to 
the Governor for signature into law.  Governor Holcomb has 
signed more than 60 bills so far.  

Stay tuned for the post-session, dust-settling wrap-up coming 
once the General Assembly completes its work, hopefully next 
week!  

    


