
STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

For more information, contact Carolyn Wright, Vice President - Government Relations, at cwright@impa.com or at (317) 575-3873. 

February 28, 2020
This report and its contents are the proprietary work-product of IMPA. Please do not reproduce or distribute this report, in whole or in part, without the express permission of IMPA. © 2019

2020 Indiana General Assembly Week 82020 Indiana General Assembly Week 8
There are now 1½ weeks left in the 2020 legislative session.   This week was the 
second half committee deadline in both the House and Senate.  Next week, both 
the Senate and House of Representatives will conclude 2nd and 3rd Reading and 
then begin the final phase of the session – conference committees.  Again, with a 
target adjournment date of March 11th, the conference committee process will 
be shorter than usual, but there will be ample time to finalize legislation.  

Several high-profile issues were addressed in committee this week.  The Senate 
Health and Provider Services Committee considered and approved House Bill 
1004, which seeks to end what is called surprise billing in Indiana and requires 
out-of-network medical providers to charge only what his or her in-network rate 
would be if the facility where a procedure takes place is an in-network facility 
for a patient.  The committee also considered and approved unanimously House 
Bill 1006, which raises the age for purchasing tobacco and vaping products to 21 
years of age (reflective of the federal rule doing the same thing) and increases 
penalties on retailers who violate the law.    The House Public Health Committee 
also considered the smoking/vaping age legislation (Senate Bill 1) as well as Senate 
Bill 4 which addresses the health care cost transparency issue and a statewide 
database for procedure and cost information. Several priority education issues 
were also addressed and continue moving through the legislative process.  

House Bill 1070, the hands-free mobile device/distracted driving bill, moved closer 
to passage this week after the full Senate approved the measure by a vote of 43-4.  
This legislation is a priority for Governor Holcomb and he is expected to sign it 
when it hits his desk.  Under the provisions of HB 1070, drivers of motor vehicles 
would be prohibited from holding or using a telecommunications device while 
the motor vehicle is in motion, except in emergencies.  Drivers spotted by police 
holding a phone while their vehicle is in motion could face a fine of up to $500.   

House Bill 1147, which is a bill that would allow municipalities with a population 
of less than 3,500 to move elections of local officials to even-numbered years, 
is moving to Governor Holcomb’s desk.  The measure was approved by the full 
Senate by a vote of 42-6.  Currently, municipal elections are conducted during 
odd-numbered years, separate from national and statewide races.  The bill’s author, 
State Representative Alan Morrison, introduced the legislation to potentially help 
smaller communities save money on local elections and drive voter turnout.  

The House Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Committee met for the 
last time to vote Senate Bill 177 out of committee and onto the full House of 
Representatives.  SB 177 simply moves the administration of the Broadband 
Ready program to the Office of Community Affairs (OCRA) from the IN 
Economic Development Corporation (IEDC).  

The Senate Utilities Committee held its last hearing of the session, as 
well, hearing House Bill 1414, the electric generation facilities legislation, 
commonly dubbed the “coal bailout bill.”  

 As amended in the House, HB 1414 contained the following 
 provisions:

  The sunset (expiration) date of the bill was May 1, 2021.  

  Required public utilities to provide at least three years 
  advance notice to the IURC before terminating a 
  power agreement with a legacy generation resource 
  in which the utility has an ownership interest, with the 
  IURC making determinations for reasonable cost 
  recovery through a fuel adjustment charge proceeding.  

  Required public utilities to give the IURC at least 6 
  months advance notice if they plan to sell, transfer or 
  close a reliable capacity resource in Indiana that is at  
  least 80 MWs unless it is already set forth in the public 
  utility’s most recently filed Integrated Resource Plan 
  (IRP).  It provided that a public utility may not retire, sell, 
  or transfer a reliable capacity resource unless: (1) the 
  public utility first notifies the IURC of the public utility’s
  intent to do so; and (2) the IURC conducts a public 
  hearing to receive information concerning the 
  reasonableness of the planned retirement, sale, or transfer.  
  That hearing must take place within 120 days after the utility 
  gives notice to the IURC.  
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  Provided that if a public utility cites a federal mandate as the 
  basis, in whole or in part, for the planned retirement, sale, or 
  transfer of the reliable capacity resource, the IURC may 
  consider whether the cited federal mandate is in force, has 
  not expired or been revoked, and is not merely anticipated to 
  be enacted.  

  A public utility would be allowed to recover the costs of up 
  to 90 days of reserve fuel in a fuel adjustment charge 
  proceeding. 

  A section was added to give funding priority to displaced coal 
  mine workers who apply for workforce ready grants, though 
  it didn’t include additional funding for those workers.

 The Senate Utilities Committee amended HB 1414 to include the 
 following:  

  Moves the sunset (expiration) date up to December 31, 2020.
  
  Deletes provisions that would have allowed a public utility to 
  recover the costs through a FAC for having 90 days of reserve 
  fuel inventory. 

  Removes the requirement that utilities operate and maintain 
  their units in a manner reasonably intended to secure their   
  availability and dispatchability. 

  Adds language that says any request to retire, sell, or transfer 
  a generating unit must be consistent with the utility’s most 
  recent IRP.

  Removes the provision that a public utility would not be able 
  to retire, sell, or transfer a reliable capacity resource unless 
  the utility first gave notice to the IURC of the public utility’s 
  intent to do so and that the IURC conducts a public hearing  
  within 120 days after that notice was given.

  Removes the provision that a utility could only cite a current 
  federal mandate and not one that had been revoked or expired  

 as a reason for the retirement of the unit.

 In addition to displaced coal miners being made eligible to access 
 resources for workforce retraining, an amendment was approved 
 that also includes coal-fired power plant workers in the 
 definition so that they, too, can access those resources. 

Other utility-related bills that are moving through the process include House 
Bill 1131 (water/sewer main extensions and IURC jurisdictional issues), House 
Bill 1218 (locating of underground facilities from above ground), and Senate Bill 
254 (water and wastewater utilities rates and charges).

Of note, House Bill 1165 was heard in the Senate Utilities Committee last 
week and is now eligible for final consideration by the full Senate.  This is the 
municipal utility billing legislation that seeks to clarify perceived loopholes 
in last year’s legislation (HEA 1347) that prohibited municipal utilities from 
holding property owners liable for the unpaid utility bills of their tenants, unless 
the property owner specifically requests to hold the utility bill in his/her name.  
This legislation impacts all cities and towns that own and operate municipal 
water, electric, wastewater, and/or gas utilities.  

 In the Senate committee, HB 1165 was amended to simply 
 stipulate that municipalities cannot require property owners 
 to co-sign a service agreement or otherwise be held responsible 
 for the tenant’s bills.  The property owner can still voluntarily 
 agree to sign a service agreement and be responsible for 
 the utility bills of a tenant.   Deleted from the bill was the 
 provision concerning attorney fees.  

The full Senate approved HB 1165 by a vote of 28-18.  Because it was amended 
in the Senate, the House of Representatives must now vote to concur with 
those changes.  I encourage you to contact your State Representative 
and urge them to vote NO on the concurrence!

The sessions of the Indiana General Assembly are broadcast 
over the Internet.  In order to access the daily activities of 
committees and all Floor activities, go to www.in.gov/iga.


