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2020 Indiana General Assembly Week 32020 Indiana General Assembly Week 3
The third week of the 2020 legislative session is now in the books. So far, this 
has been one of the busiest and fast-paced sessions of the General Assembly 
in recent memory.   Committees were in full swing and will continue in that 
mode until the committee deadlines hit next week.  This week might well have 
been one for the record books with the number of committees meeting and 
the number of bills being heard.  And it was a short week with the MLK Day 
holiday on Monday!  So, just like that, in about a week and a half, we will be at 
the end of the first half of the session.    

A little more than 900 pieces of legislation – almost evenly split between the 
House and Senate -- have been introduced for consideration this year.  Only a 
fraction of these will make it through the entire process and be enacted into 
law.  

The resignation/retirement count for legislators who will not seek re-election 
this year holds steady at 6.  The deadline to file for re-election and be on the 
May primary ballot is February 7th.  At that time, we will have a better idea 
as to whether other incumbent legislators will be hanging up their legislative 
cleats.  

Reminder of key dates for the remainder of the first half of the 2020 
legislative session:
 January 28th – House committee deadline 
 January 30th – Senate committee deadline
 January 30th – 2nd Reading deadline for House bills
 February 3rd – 3rd Reading deadline for House bills
 February 1st – 2nd Reading deadline for Senate bills
 February 4th – 3rd Reading deadline for Senate bills

The General Assembly will get back to business for the second half of the 
session on Monday February 10th.

The Indiana House of Representatives and the Senate have addressed the 
cigarette/vaping age issue this week.  House Bill 1006 and Senate Bill 1 
were approved by their respective chambers.  Both bills address the age 
at which tobacco products and e-cigarettes can be purchased and make 
conforming changes in Indiana law that reflect the new federal regulation 
that officially changed the federal minimum age to purchase tobacco 
products to 21 years of age.  Both measures also address penalties for 
retailers who violate the law.  

House Bill 1070, legislation that would ban hand-held cell phone use while 
driving, passed unanimously out of the House Roads and Transportation 
Committee this week and moves to the full House for consideration.  
This is one of Governor Eric Holcomb’s priority bills this session.  
Under the provisions of HB 1070, drivers can use hands-free or voice-
activated mobile devices in their vehicles. The measure is expected to be 
amended so that drivers can also use dash-mounted telecommunications 
equipment without penalty.   
 
On the health care front, another area that lawmakers are laser focused 
on this session, several bills have been advanced this week addressing 
overall health care costs and transparency in health care pricing for 
patients.  House Bill 1004 would end what is called surprise billing 
in Indiana and requires out-of-network medical providers to charge 
only what his or her in-network rate would be if the facility where a 
procedure takes place is an in-network facility for a patient.  A similar bill, 
Senate Bill 3, passed out of a Senate committee.  

The Indiana House passed a bill Tuesday that would prevent companies 
from requiring their employees to be microchipped.  House Bill 1143 
would prohibit businesses from using the implantation of some type of 
tracking or identification device as a condition of employment for current 
or prospective workers.  The bill passed the House 96-0 and heads to the 
Senate for consideration.
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On the local government front, House Bill 1147 was approved by the House 
Elections Committee.  This measure authorizes the legislative body of a town 
or of a city with a population of less than 3,500 to adopt an ordinance to 
move the election of all elected offices of the municipality to even-numbered 
years.  

Senate Bill 23 is the only pure annexation bill to watch this session.  Just 
as a bill last year proposed, SB 23 would effectively remove the ability of 
municipalities to initiate annexations.  Only voluntary and super-voluntary 
annexations would be allowed if this legislation is enacted into law.  It is 
currently sitting on the Senate’s third reading calendar for consideration by 
the full Senate.  

There are several additional local government-related bills being considered. 
Please see this week’s Tracking List for more information.
 

On the energy/utility front, both the House and Senate jurisdictional utilities 
committees met this week, hearing bills concerning electricity generation, 
underground facilities, broadband and caller identification, and municipal utility 
billing.  

Most of the attention was focused on the House side of things, with the 
House Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Committee hearing, and 
ultimately approving, the marquee energy bill of the session, House Bill 1414.   

 As utilities are marching toward cheaper – and cleaner – energy 
 resources (i.e. natural gas, renewables), older coal-fired power plants 

 are becoming less economic to run for utilities, IMPA included.  
 There have been numerous announcements by several utilities in 
 Indiana that they are planning to close older coal-fired facilities in 
 the next few years in an effort to curb costs for ratepayers. Because  
 of the costs associated with making older coal-fired generation   
 resources environmentally compliant and efficient, utilities across 
 the board are moving away from coal and toward more economic  
 and reliable resource choices like natural gas, solar and wind.  

 In the media and around the State House, HB 1414 has been 
 dubbed  the “coal bailout bill” as it contains provisions that would 
 put a “pause” on the closure of certain power plants in the State 
 of Indiana without the approval of the Indiana Utility Regulatory
 Commission (IURC). The bill contains a sunset clause of July 1, 2021.  
 Committee Chairman Ed Soliday is the author of the legislation and
 is also Co-Chairman of the 21st Century Energy Policy 
 Development Task Force.  Chairman Soliday believes this bill is
 necessary due to power plant closures happening at an “alarming 
 rate”, thus jeopardizing reliability and resilience of the electric grid, 
 all topics being contemplated by the Task Force.   

 Chairman Soliday indicates the Task Force can complete its work 
 this summer and fall and make substantive policy recommendations 
 to next year’s General Assembly with regard to what Indiana’s 
 energy generation resources should be.  In the meantime, under 
 the provisions of HB 1414 this session, utilities will need to wait 
 if they plan any plant closures even if those planned closures are due 
 to the overall economics of running them.  This is a highly 
 controversial and political issue.  As the bill moves forward, we will 
 be keeping a very close eye on it and continue being part of the 
 discussions.
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In other municipal utility news, House Bill 1165 was amended and approved 
by the House Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Committee this week.    
HB 1165 is this year’s bill seeking to clarify last year’s legislation (HEA 1347) 
that prohibits municipal utilities (water, electric, wastewater, gas, etc.) from 
ever holding property owners liable for the unpaid utility bills of their tenants, 
unless the property owner specifically requests to hold the utility bill in his/her 
name.   

 HB 1165 says that a tenant is responsible for the rates, charges, 
 and fees for utility services if the municipally-owned utility has the 
 name and contact information of the owner or manager of the 
 property on file, as required under the statute.  A municipally-owned 
 utility or a municipal legislative body cannot require a property owner 
 to ensure creditworthiness of the tenant or require the property 
 owner to assume responsibility for payment of any rates, charges, or 
 other fees for utility services as a condition of rendering the service 
 to the property.  The property owner cannot be held jointly or 
 severally liable for any unpaid utility bills invoiced to the occupant, 
 unless they have voluntarily signed the service agreement.  HB 1165 
 provides that if a municipality provides both sewer service and one or 
 more other utility services to the property, all rates, charges, and 
 other fees for the other utility services are payable by the person 
 occupying the property, regardless of whether the municipality 
 combines billing for sewer service and the other utility services.  The 
 municipality shall not attempt to circumvent, through the use of 
 combined billing or by any other means, the liability of the occupant 
 for the payment of all rates, charges, or other fees owed.   Finally, if 
 a property owner feels that a municipally-owned utility or municipality 

 has violated any of these provisions and goes to court, the
 property owner can seek reasonable attorneys’ fees and   
 other costs associated with that litigation.  This bill has broad
 municipal impact.  AIM is working diligently to make the bill  
 better, and IMPA is working with them toward that end.

Also of note for municipal utilities is House Bill 1131, which pertains 
to water and sewer main extensions.  HB 1131 provides that, with 
respect to a water main extension or a sewer main extension 
performed in connection with an agreement for the extension that is 
entered into after June 30, 2020, a municipally-owned water or sewer 
utility is subject to the rules of the IURC which govern water or 
sewer main extensions; regardless of whether the municipally- owned 
utility is under  IURC jurisdiction.  

Please see this week’s Tracking List for additional information on 
these and other pieces of legislation being considered by the Indiana 
General Assembly.

The sessions of the Indiana General Assembly are 
broadcast over the Internet.  In order to access 
the daily activities of committees and all Floor 

activities, go to www.in.gov/iga.


