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General Legislative Information

Less than two weeks left in the 2018 legislative session.   This week was the 
second half committee deadline in both the House and Senate.  Next week, 
both Chambers will conclude third reading and begin the final phase of the 
session – conference committees.  The conference committee process will 
be a bit shorter than usual, but given the pace of the session so far, there 
will be ample time to finalize legislation by the statutory adjournment Sine 
Die date of March 14th.  

The most notable development this week was the signature into law 
of Senate Enrolled Act 1, legislation removing the ban on Sunday sales 
of alcohol.  Citing a new chapter in Indiana history, Governor Holcomb 
signed that bill into law on Wednesday afternoon.   Beginning Sunday March 
4th, Hoosiers will be able to purchase alcohol on Sundays between the 
hours of noon and 8:00 p.m. prevailing local time at package liquor stores, 
grocery stores, convenience stores and big box retailers such as Meijer and 
Walmart.  

Also this week, Senate Bill 52, which legalizes the use of cannabidiol (CBD) 
oil with low levels of THC, was unanimously approved by the House.   
Because it was amended in the House, SB 52 will now be considered by a 
House/Senate Conference Committee. 

Senate Bill 158, legislation that would ban the practice of eyeball 
tattooing, was approved by the House, 82-11.  Under the proposal, 
tattooists would be prohibited from coloring the whites of an 
individual’s eyes, unless done by a licensed health care professional.  
With no amendments in the second chamber, the measure will go 
directly to the Governor’s desk.

The House overwhelmingly approved Senate Bill 236, legislation that 
will adopt the Say’s Firefly as the official Indiana state insect.  This bill 
was championed by a group of students from a West Lafayette, Indiana 
elementary school who came to the State House to advocate on 
behalf of the legislation. 

In an effort to ensure that schools are safe places for children, two 
pieces of legislation are moving through the process.  House Bill 1230 
contains provisions addressing cyberbullying, human trafficking, and 
school safety plans.  It was approved by the Senate and now heads back 
to the House for concurrence or dissent to amendments made in the 
Senate.  Senate Bill 303 was amended on second reading in the House 
to include a provision requiring each school corporation throughout 
the state to have an audit of their safety plan, as well as an on-site 
safety review, to make sure their safety plans are adequate.   That bill 
will be eligible for a final vote in the House next week.  Governor 
Holcomb is weighing in heavily on school safety and has publicly 
promised to offer additional recommendations to the legislature for 
their consideration prior to adjourning Sine Die.
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In annexation news, Senate Bill 261, which dealt with annexation waivers, 
is progressing through the process, however, in significantly different 
form than when it passed out of the Senate.   At that point, SB 261 
provided that annexation waivers would be retroactively voided if not 
recorded within 90 days of execution, as well as voiding all annexation 
waivers passed before 2003, regardless of when they were recorded.  
As amended in the House, that language was deleted and language 
was inserted that urges the creation of an interim study committee to 
look at approximately 20 topics related to municipal annexation.   The 
Legislative Council would establish that study committee upon the 
conclusion of the session.  Another bill, House Bill 1104, which contains 
the annexation waiver language, was approved by the Senate.  It is 
extremely likely that both bills will now be headed for a conference 
committee.

Some of the remaining larger issues of the session pertaining to 
workforce development (Senate Bill 50 and House Bill 1002) and gun 
regulations will be decided closer to the conclusion of the session.  Via 
procedural routes, two controversial gun regulation bills - House Bill 
1424 and Senate Bill 33 – were ostensibly killed this week.  However, 
because both passed their chamber of origin, the language is still “alive” 
and could be revived in the final days of the session.   (See previous 
legislative updates for additional details on these bills.)

Among the topics not moving forward this session include redistricting 
reform, payday lending, and cold beer sales in grocery and convenience 
stores.  

Energy/Electric Utility Specific Issues
While the session remains quiet on the energy and electric utility front, 
water infrastructure has been a focus throughout the session.  House 
Bill 1267 creates a water infrastructure task force to further study and 
assimilate information and develop a long term plan for drinking water, 
wastewater, and storm water management in Indiana.  The bill passed the 
Senate unanimously and now goes back to the House for concurrence 
or dissent to the Senate amendments inserted into the bill.  

Another issue of significance this session was the deployment of rural 
broadband and finding ways to get internet service to the under and 
un-served areas of the state.  This week, House Bill 1065 was amended 
in the Senate Utilities Committee and now includes language that would 
allow the Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) to award 
grants to qualified broadband providers in underserved areas of Indiana.  
The bill also defines qualified broadband service as having an average 
speed of at least 10 mbps upstream and at least 1 mbps downstream 
regardless of technology used.  It further defines what an unserved area 
is, and requires the Indiana Economic Development Corporation (IEDC) 
to map the availability of broadband service in Indiana.   There are still 
several issues to resolve among the stakeholders involved, so it is likely 
that the measure will be discussed in a House and Senate conference 
committee.  
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Other legislation continuing to move through the process that we have 
been monitoring all session include Senate Bill 411 (distressed water/
wastewater utilities), Senate Bill 125 (underground locates), and Senate 
Bill 362 (regulation of water and wastewater systems). 

Regulatory Information
Last week, the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission Nominating 
Committee submitted three nominees for consideration by Governor 
Holcomb to fill the current vacancy on the IURC created when 
Chairman Jim Atterholt resigned in January.   

Those three nominees are:
- Stefanie Krevda - IURC Executive Director of External Affairs;
- David Ober - State Representative and current Chairman of the 
House Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Committee; and 
- Tristan Vance – Director of the Indiana Office of Energy 
Development 

Sessions of the Indiana General Assembly are broadcast over the 
Internet.  In order to access the daily Floor activity, please go to www.
iga.in.gov.

Deadlines to keep in mind for the
second half of session:

March 5th – House 3rd Reading Deadline

March 6th – Senate 3rd Reading Deadline

March 6th/7th – Conference Committee 
process begins

March 14th – Statutory Deadline to 
Adjourn Sine Die


