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General Legislative Information
Week 7 of the 2019 legislative session saw committee activity for the first 
half of session draw to a close for both the House and the Senate.  Next 
week officially marks the end of the first half of the session.  Monday (2/25) 
will be the 3rd Reading deadline for the House, meaning that it is the 
last day for a House bill to pass out of that chamber over to the Senate.  
Tuesday (2/26) is the last day for the Senate to pass a Senate bill over to the 
House.  Then the whole process starts all over again.  The significance of 
these deadlines is that any bill that has not been approved by its chamber of 
origin is considered “dead” and is no longer eligible for consideration during 
this session.  However, there are technical procedures that can be utilized 
in order to get certain subject matter amended into other legislation that 
is still alive.  This is why the second half of the session can be challenging.  
Generally speaking, though, a majority of “dead” bills do not see the light of 
day during the second half.

House Bill 1001, the $34 billion biennial state budget, was approved by 
the Ways and Means Committee.  HB 1001 contains funding for much of 
the Governor’s identified priorities.  Some areas that the budget proposal 
focuses on include: fully funding the needed expenditures for the IN 
Department of Child Services (DCS), increases school funding by 4.3% over 
the biennium, and expands funds for school safety programs throughout 
the state.  In an effort to free up additional dollars for teacher salaries, HB 
1001 pays off part of the teacher pension liability that is currently being paid 
for by schools ($150 Million), allowing local schools to direct those savings 
toward teacher salaries if they choose, and provides $30 Million for teacher 
appreciation grants.  At this point, the budget does not contain a cigarette 

tax.  It is very early in the budget process.  As is the case most every budget 
session, this will likely be one of the last bills finalized at the end of the 
session in April.

School bus safety is being addressed this session through Senate Bill 2, 
which increases the penalties significantly for people who do not stop 
when a school bus stop arm is extended.  This measure passed the Senate 
unanimously this week and will now be considered by the House of 
Representatives.  

House Bill 1628 is a measure that would expand Indiana’s Pre-kindergarten 
program statewide.  Currently, there are only 20 pilot counties.  The 
measure passed the House overwhelmingly this week. 

Gun legislation continues to move through the process this session.  As 
mentioned in previous updates, House Bill 1643 is progressing through the 
process.  HB 1643 allows property owners – whether it is a church or a 
church with a school – to decide whether people can carry guns on those 
properties.  HB 1643 increases the duration of a short-term handgun license 
from four years to five years and allows individuals to simultaneously hold 
both a five year license and a lifetime carry license.  The bill also makes 
changes to the license fee schedule, eliminating the fees for the short term 
licenses. 

Another proposal concerning firearms is House Bill 1253, which creates 
an optional specialized firearms training program for teachers and school 
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employees.  The bill stipulates that if someone receives a grant from 
the Indiana Safe Schools Fund and participates in this special training 
program, the instruction is confidential.  The bill passed the House, 72-25.

The Senate Public Policy Committee approved SB 12 by a vote of 9-1.  
This is the hate crimes legislation that would allow courts to consider as 
an aggravating factor when sentencing a defendant for a crime.   This is 
one of Governor Holcomb’s priority issues for the session.  As it passed 
out of committee, it contained a specific list of effected groups; however, 
the bill was amended on 2nd Reading and the list language was removed.  

At this point in the session, there are two primary bills moving that deal 
with annexation policy.  Senate Bill 94 has already passed out of the 
Senate.  Senate Bill 556 would allow county commissioners to review 
and deny an annexation if the area to be annexed contains more than 5% 
of a municipality’s assessed value.  Additionally, a municipality cannot, in 
a single annexation or collectively, annex any area that constitutes more 
than 15% of the municipality’s assessed value in a calendar year without 
county commissioner approval.  The bill was called for a vote on Tuesday 
this week and failed, 20-19, for lack of a constitutional majority.  Per 
Senate rules, because it failed for lack of a constitutional majority, SB 556 
can be placed on the calendar a second time and called for a vote.

The Senate Utilities Committee held its last meeting of the first half on 
Thursday, and heard Senate Bill 517, which deals with the relocation of 
utilities for highway projects.  

Other legislation dealing with a wide variety of topics including 
water infrastructure (House Bill 1406 and Senate Bill 4), broadband 
deployment (Senate Bill 460), distressed utilities (Senate Bill 472), 
municipal utilities (House Bill 1347), and homeowners’ associations 
and solar power (House Bill 1331) are all moving through the 
process.    

The second half of the session will get under way in earnest on 
March 4th.  The next deadlines to look for will be the first or second 
week of April which will be the deadline for action on legislation 
in the second house.  Then the conference committee process will 
occur, with the target final adjournment date being April 26th.   This 
year’s legislative session must end no later than midnight on April 
29th.  A new $34 billion state budget, several education initiatives, 
various local government matters, and even some utility matters will 
all be addressed by the conclusion of the session.  A lot of work to 
be done yet, indeed.  Stay tuned.


