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Electric Vehicle Chargers Coming Soon
Last November, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) 
announced that Huntingburg was one of over 30 communities to receive a grant with 
the purpose of establishing a Level 2 Electric Vehicle (EV) charging station location in 
the community. Of the three main types of EV chargers, Level 2 chargers are the most 
commonly accessible to the public and typically provide about 12-26 miles of range per 
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Electric Vehicle Chargers Coming Soon
hour. The installation of the Level 2 
charger in each of these communities 
will help to create a statewide EV 
charging network to better support 
owners of EVs and their travels in 
Indiana. 
 Huntingburg’s charging location, 
funded by IDEM, will be the city’s first 
EV public charging station. Currently 
the closest public charging stations 
are located in the nearby city of 
Jasper. Once the project is completed, 
Huntingburg residents will have better 
access to EV charging infrastructure, 
and the city will be able to attract 
travelers who drive EVs, bringing 
more tourism and business into the 
community. 
 Huntingburg officials are glad 
to have worked with Radius Indiana, 
an economic development corporation 
in southern Indiana, to submit a grant 
proposal for the project. Huntingburg, 
Jasper, and the city of Petersburg all 
received funding through IDEM with 
Radius Indiana’s help.
 The IDEM grant awarded to the 
city is funded through the Indiana 
Volkswagen (VW) Environmental 
Mitigation Trust Program, a plan to 
fund clean air projects across the 
state. The funding comes from a 
settlement between the US Justice 
Department and the Volkswagen 
Corporation that was finalized in 
2017. The settlement resulted in the 
company paying $2.9 billion to offset 
air pollution nationwide, as some VW 
vehicles were found to have violated 
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the federal Clean Air Act. Indiana 
received $40.9 million from this 
settlement, which will be dispersed in 
three phases through 2028. With this 
first round of grants awarded by IDEM 
and the VW Trust Program, nearly 
$500,000 was granted to communities 
for Level 2 charging locations. The 
program anticipates enhanced air 
quality, improved quality of life, and 
economic growth to stem from the 
several projects being funded with VW 
Trust grants, including this charging 
network project.
 Along with the benefits stated 
by IDEM, the city of Huntingburg 
can look forward to reaping an 
additional benefit as a result of their 
public power utility. The electricity 
purchased through the charging 
stations will help to develop the city’s 
utility infrastructure by increasing 
power demand in Huntingburg. 
Since Huntingburg’s electric utility 
is a public power utility, payments 
resulting from power usage stay 
in the community and go toward 
maintaining low electric rates and 
efficient infrastructure for everyone. 
As a result, Huntingburg will 
benefit from the Level 2 Charger 
Station in more ways than an 
average community would because 
of their municipally-owned power 
utility. Public power means that 
expansions like these are great for the 
community’s growth and the electric 
utility’s condition.
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TripSavvy, a travel website written by 
guidebook experts, recently designated 
Huntingburg as Indiana’s Best Small Town. 
They cited the city’s historic downtown, 
shopping, dining, and Americana atmosphere 
as highlights of the community. Just another 
thing Huntingburg residents and business 
owners can be proud of!
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Tidbits & Trivia Watt’s the Word?
Investigating power terminology

“energy, n.” OED Online, Oxford University Press, 
September 2020, www.oed.com/view/Entry/62088.

Energy

noun
The capacity to do work. In physics, 
it exists in potential, kinetic, thermal, 
electrical, and various other forms.

The origins of the English word 
“energy” come from the Ancient 
Greek term energeia, meaning 
“activity/operation.” The term was 
used by Aristotle in 4th century BCE 
to convey a force of expression in 
rhetoric. It wasn’t until the 1800s that 
the word became associated with 
electricity, with engineer William 
Thomson claiming in 1867, “Electricity 
is a form of energy.” In physics, energy 
is measured in various units, such as 
joules, watts, calories, and more!

The Indiana Municipal Power  Agency (IMPA) is a not-for-
profit organization that provides an economic, reliable, and 
environmentally responsible power supply to its members. 

IMPA provides this wholesale power to 61 communities 
in Indiana and Ohio. IMPA member utilities purchase 

their power through IMPA and deliver that power to the 
residents and companies within your community. 

Send your answer 
to newsletter@impa.com, 

along with your name, 
e-mail address, and address 

for a chance to win an 
energy efficiency prize pack! 

We will randomly select 
the winner from a pool of 

correct entries.

Question: In what year 
was the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency 
founded? 

If you would like 
assistance with 
your answer, visit 
our website at 
impa.com and 
explore our pages 
for information 
that could help you 
formulate a good guess!

To see Huntingburg’s listing, visit 
www.tripsavvy.com/best-small-town-in-every-state-5078397!
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 While the mainstream use of EVs may still seem like a thing of the 
future, their popularity is steadily rising and communities like Huntingburg 
are preparing for the anticipated increase in electric load. By establishing 
a Level 2 Charger Station, the city is doing its part to create an EV charger 
infrastructure in Indiana and to bring economic development opportunities to 
Huntingburg. 
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