
MUNICIPAL
POWER NEWS

MUNICIPAL
POWER NEWS

Town of Paoli

History in
the Making

Page 2

Winter Energy 
Efficiency Tips

Page 4

Cooking 
Corner

Page 6

Volume 25, Issue 3 | Winter 2021

Business Expansion Benefits Town

-continued on page 4

Best Home Furnishings, a furniture manufacturing company based in Ferdinand, 
Indiana, announced last fall that it would be vastly expanding its operations in 
Paoli, bringing a significant surplus of jobs into the town over an extended period 
of time. The current facility has been in Paoli for several years, and functions as a 
cutting and sewing factory that sends its product to other Best Home Furnishings 



MUNICIPAL
POWER NEWSWinter 2021 4.Town of Paoli

-continued from page 1

Business Expansion Benefits Town
locations in Jasper and Ferdinand for 
manufacturing and assembly. With 
the expansion, up to 125 new jobs will 
open up, and the factory will expand 
its operations to include assembly, 
upholstery, shipping, receiving, and 
maintenance.
 “We were thrilled to death 
when we heard about the company’s 
plan to expand,” said Danny 
Hickman, Town Council Member and 
Indiana Municipal Power Agency 
commissioner. “The building that Best 
Home Furnishings occupies now has 
plenty of room for the company to 
grow, since they’re only using about a 
quarter of the space in the facility now. 
We’re glad that they’ll be able to utilize 
all that space and bring more jobs into 
the town.”
 Best Home Furnishings 
currently owns facilities in Cannelton, 
Ferdinand, Jasper, and Paoli, and 
has been a family-owned furniture 
manufacturer since its small start 
in 1962. Now the company employs 
nearly 1,000 people and creates 
products that are shipped and enjoyed 
internationally. 
 Industrial expansions, such 
as that of Best Home Furnishings, 
not only contribute to better access 
to jobs in Paoli, but they also play 
a role in the development of the 
town’s utility infrastructure. Since 
Paoli’s utility is a public power utility, 
the power payments that local 
industrial businesses make stay in the 
community and go toward maintaining 
low electric rates and efficient 

infrastructure for everyone. As a 
result, Paoli benefits from industrial 
expansion in more ways than an 
average community because of their 
municipally owned power utility. 
Public power means that industrial 
expansion is great for the business’s 
health, the community’s growth, and 
the electric utility’s condition. 
 With the benefits of economic 
growth, increased job opportunity, 
and electric utility revenue, Paoli 
officials are proud to welcome such 
an extensive industrial expansion in 
town. 
 “The Town Council worked with 
the Indiana Economic Development 
Corporation and the Orange County 
Economic Development Partnership to 
make this all happen,” said Hickman. 
“It couldn’t have worked out better 
for Paoli, and we’re looking forward to 
seeing where this takes us.”

Paoli’s utility office is located in the local Town Hall building.
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Tidbits & Trivia Watt’s the Word?
Investigating power terminology

“energy, n.” OED Online, Oxford University Press, 
September 2020, www.oed.com/view/Entry/62088.

Energy

noun
The capacity to do work. In physics, 
it exists in potential, kinetic, thermal, 
electrical, and various other forms.

The origins of the English word 
“energy” come from the Ancient 
Greek term energeia, meaning 
“activity/operation.” The term was 
used by Aristotle in 4th century BCE 
to convey a force of expression in 
rhetoric. It wasn’t until the 1800s that 
the word became associated with 
electricity, with engineer William 
Thomson claiming in 1867, “Electricity 
is a form of energy.” In physics, energy 
is measured in various units, such as 
joules, watts, calories, and more!

The Indiana Municipal Power  Agency (IMPA) is a not-for-
profit organization that provides an economic, reliable, and 
environmentally responsible power supply to its members. 

IMPA provides this wholesale power to 61 communities 
in Indiana and Ohio. IMPA member utilities purchase 

their power through IMPA and deliver that power to the 
residents and companies within your community. 

Send your answer 
to newsletter@impa.com, 

along with your name, 
e-mail address, and address 

for a chance to win an 
energy efficiency prize pack! 

We will randomly select 
the winner from a pool of 

correct entries.

Question: In what year 
was the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency 
founded? 

If you would like 
assistance with 
your answer, visit 
our website at 
impa.com and 
explore our pages 
for information 
that could help you 
formulate a good guess!

While temperatures remain low, some residents and businesses may see their electric use 
go up. Luckily, since Paoli’s electric utility is a public power utility and a member of the Indiana 
Municipal Power Agency, your community already provides you with some of the best electric 
rates in Indiana. As outside temperatures stay cold, you can take the following energy-saving 
measures to save even more on your utility rates. 

Winter Energy Efficiency Tips

• Take advantage of sunlight and open 
curtains on south-facing windows 
during the day to help warm your home.

• Set your thermostat as low as is 
comfortable during the day and reduce 
a few degrees when you are sleeping or 
away from home.

• Replace furnace and heat pump filters at 
least once a month for the best efficiency. 

• Set your water heater to the warm setting 
at approximately 120°F.

• Find and seal any air leaks you feel 
coming from cracks or gaps in windows 
and doorways. 
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Paoli is Online!
Visit Paoli’s social media page at 
facebook.com/townofpaoli to follow up-
to-date information on town events, local 
news, videos of council meetings, and more. 
Throughout the public health emergency, it’s 
become more important than ever to stay 
connected with friends and family through 
digital spaces, and Paoli’s online space is a 
great way to keep up with your community.


