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Solar Park in Scottsburg
Last year, Scottsburg’s electric utility worked with the Indiana Municipal Power 
Agency (IMPA) to establish the city’s first solar park, located along I-65 in the southwest 
region of the community. IMPA is a not-for-profit, wholesale power provider that 
supplies 61 towns and cities in Indiana and Ohio with electricity. As one of the founding 
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A diverse power portfolio helps keep 
stable electric rates and a reliable power 
supply, benefitting everyone in the 
community. These generation facilities 
also bolster economic development, as 
renewable power is highly marketable to 
prospective businesses and industries. 
Together, IMPA and Scottsburg are 
proud to be leaders in solar development 
in Indiana and see the benefits of 
renewable generation facilities for years 
to come.
 “Scottsburg has been a great ally to 
IMPA since our founding almost 40 years 
ago,” said Raj Rao, IMPA President and 
CEO. “We are glad to have worked with 
city and utility officials to bring such a 
wonderful asset to the community.”
 IMPA has constructed 32 solar 
parks throughout the state, adding over 
100 MW of solar generation to its power 
supply portfolio. Other southern IMPA 
communities in which solar parks have 
been built include Tell City, Washington, 
and Huntingburg.  IMPA is currently 
constructing additional solar parks 
in Anderson, Columbia City, Peru, and 
Richmond.
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Solar Park in 
Scottsburg

member communities of IMPA, 
Scottsburg has maintained membership 
with the Agency since 1983 to support 
high quality electric service to the city. 
The recently constructed solar park is 
just one more effort to ensure low-cost, 
reliable, and environmentally friendly 
power in Scottsburg. 
 The solar park is rated at 7.1 
megawatts (MW), capable of producing 
enough energy to power over 1,000 
homes. The park utilizes a single axis 
tracking system, allowing the panels 
to move throughout the day and 
follow the path of the sun. All of the 
energy generated by Scottsburg’s solar 
park stays within the community, 
providing local renewable energy and 
diversifying the city’s power resources. 

-continued from page 1



5.
MUNICIPAL
POWER NEWSWinter 2021 Scottsburg Electric Utility

Tidbits & Trivia Watt’s the Word?
Investigating power terminology

“energy, n.” OED Online, Oxford University Press, 
September 2020, www.oed.com/view/Entry/62088.

Energy
noun
The capacity to do work. In physics, 
it exists in potential, kinetic, thermal, 
electrical, and various other forms.

The origins of the English word 
“energy” come from the Ancient 
Greek term energeia, meaning 
“activity/operation.” The term was 
used by Aristotle in 4th century BCE 
to convey a force of expression in 
rhetoric. It wasn’t until the 1800s that 
the word became associated with 
electricity, with engineer William 
Thomson claiming in 1867, “Electricity 
is a form of energy.” In physics, energy 
is measured in various units, such as 
joules, watts, calories, and more!

The Indiana Municipal Power  Agency (IMPA) is a 
not-for-profit organization that provides an economic, 

reliable, and environmentally responsible power 
supply to its members. IMPA provides this wholesale 
power to 61 communities in Indiana and Ohio. IMPA 

member utilities purchase their power through IMPA 
and deliver that power to the residents and companies 

within your community. 

Send your answer 
to newsletter@impa.com, 

along with your name, 
e-mail address, and address 

for a chance to win an 
energy efficiency prize pack! 

We will randomly select 
the winner from a pool of 

correct entries.

Question: In what year 
was the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency 
founded? 

If you would like 
assistance with 
your answer, visit 
our website at 
impa.com and 
explore our pages 
for information 
that could help you 
formulate a good guess!

City’s Fiber-Optic Internet Gets Its Start
In early December of last year, fiber-optic internet became accessible to a group 
of residents in Scottsburg for the first time. The first out of five regions to gradually 
gain access to the fiber-optic network came online at the beginning of the month, 
allowing approximately 750 homes north of SR 56 and east of US 31 to have access to 
Gigabit (GB) internet service. GB speed service is one of the fastest tiers of internet 
speed available. 
 The project to bring GB internet service to the entire city is an ongoing effort 
by the local utility department. Since late summer, utility personnel have dedicated 
their time to installing the fiber-optic network by connecting equipment on existing 
utility poles and homes. 

-continued on page 8
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 “Commercially, we’ve probably had a fiber-optic network available for about 
5 or 6 years, so most of the backbone of the infrastructure is already in place,” 
said Jim Binkley, Scottsburg Utility Superintendent. “A lot of it will depend on 
changing workload, but we’re hoping to get the fiber-optic internet service to all 
five regions of the city within the next two years.”
 Utility officials are already working on designing the project for the next 
region in Scottsburg to be brought up to speed. This next region will include 
everyone north of SR 56 and between I-65 and US 31. The fiber-optic network 
installation is one of the many projects that your local, municipally-owned utility 
is working on to enhance quality of life in Scottsburg. 

Fiber-Optic Internet
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