
MUNICIPAL
POWER NEWS

MUNICIPAL
POWER NEWS

Centerville Municipal 
Light and Water

History in
the Making

Page 2

Winter Energy 
Efficiency Tips

Page 5

Cooking  
Corner

Page 6

Volume 25, Issue 3 | Winter 2021

Centerville Celebrates Solar Park Ribbon Cutting
On November 6, Centerville town officials joined with personnel from the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency (IMPA) to participate in a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Centerville Solar Park. 
IMPA is the not-for-profit wholesale power provider to 61 cities and towns in Indiana and Ohio, 
including Centerville, and the Agency financed and constructed the new facility. With the park’s 
commissioning, Centerville joins a growing list of IMPA member communities to have renewable 
generation sites in their service territory. 

-continued on page 4



 “We are thrilled to cut the ribbon on 
this solar park,” commented Dan Wandersee, 
Centerville Town Council President and 
IMPA Commissioner.  “The addition of this 
park has diversified our generation resources 
while providing an educational opportunity 
for our students, residents, and visitors.  It is 
a wonderful community asset to have.” 
 Centerville’s solar park has the 
capacity to provide 0.91 Megawatts of 
electricity each year, enough energy to 
power approximately 170 homes. The site 
utilizes a single axis tracking system in 
which the park’s panels move throughout 
the day, following the path of the sun and 
generating more power as a result. The 
energy generated at the solar park will 
stay within the town, benefitting the local 
electric system and supporting renewable 
energy in Indiana. With construction of 
the park, the community will also benefit 
from the additional annual property taxes 
accumulated by the site. Additionally, the 
solar park will potentially bolster economic 
development, as renewable power is highly 
marketable to prospective businesses and 
industries.    
 “For over 35 years, IMPA has provided 
a low-cost, reliable, and environmentally 
responsible power supply to our member 
communities,” commented Raj Rao, IMPA 
President and CEO.  “The Centerville Solar 
Park enables us to continue meeting that 
goal.  The output of the park will remain 
in the community serving the needs of 
residents and businesses alike, while 
enabling IMPA to continue expanding our 
diverse portfolio through the addition of 
solar energy.”
 While IMPA’s solar park ribbon 
cutting events are generally large events 
that are open to the public, the Agency and 
Centerville officials limited attendance at 
the event for safety purposes regarding 
COVID-19. Proper protocol, such as social 
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Solar Park Ribbon Cutting 
-continued from page 1 distancing and mask wearing, was observed 

by all attendees to keep the community safe 
and thriving. The event marked Centerville’s 
ongoing perseverance in the face of a global 
pandemic and showed how the community 
continues to achieve milestones while learning 
to pull through the public health emergency.  
 IMPA hopes to eventually install 
a solar park in each of the Agency’s 61 
member communities. Other nearby IMPA 
communities in which solar parks have 
been built include Richmond, Spiceland, and 
Greenfield. IMPA is currently constructing 

Jack Alvey, Chief Operating Officer of IMPA speaks, while 
President and CEO of IMPA, Raj Rao, stands nearby.

-continued on page 8

Attendees remained socially distant through the entirety of the event 
to ensure safety for all involved, as well as the community.
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Tidbits & Trivia Watt’s the Word?
Investigating power terminology

“energy, n.” OED Online, Oxford University Press, 
September 2020, www.oed.com/view/Entry/62088.

Energy

noun
The capacity to do work. In physics, 
it exists in potential, kinetic, thermal, 
electrical, and various other forms.

The origins of the English word 
“energy” come from the Ancient 
Greek term energeia, meaning 
“activity/operation.” The term was 
used by Aristotle in 4th century BCE 
to convey a force of expression in 
rhetoric. It wasn’t until the 1800s that 
the word became associated with 
electricity, with engineer William 
Thomson claiming in 1867, “Electricity 
is a form of energy.” In physics, energy 
is measured in various units, such as 
joules, watts, calories, and more!

The Indiana Municipal Power  Agency (IMPA) is a not-for-
profit organization that provides an economic, reliable, and 
environmentally responsible power supply to its members. 

IMPA provides this wholesale power to 61 communities 
in Indiana and Ohio. IMPA member utilities purchase 

their power through IMPA and deliver that power to the 
residents and companies within your community. 

Send your answer 
to newsletter@impa.com, 

along with your name, 
e-mail address, and address 

for a chance to win an 
energy efficiency prize pack! 

We will randomly select 
the winner from a pool of 

correct entries.

Question: In what year 
was the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency 
founded? 

If you would like 
assistance with 
your answer, visit 
our website at 
impa.com and 
explore our pages 
for information 
that could help you 
formulate a good guess!

While temperatures remain low, some residents and businesses may see their electric use go 
up. Luckily, since Centerville’s electric utility is a public power utility and a member of the Indiana 
Municipal Power Agency, your community already provides you with some of the best electric 
rates in Indiana. As outside temperatures stay cold, you can take the following energy-saving 
measures to save even more on your utility rates. 

Winter Energy Efficiency Tips

• Take advantage of sunlight and open 
curtains on south-facing windows 
during the day to help warm your home.

• Set your thermostat as low as is 
comfortable during the day and reduce 
a few degrees when you are sleeping or 
away from home.

• Replace furnace and heat pump filters at 
least once a month for the best efficiency. 

• Set your water heater to the warm setting 
at approximately 120°F.

• Find and seal any air leaks you feel 
coming from cracks or gaps in windows 
and doorways. 
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additional solar parks in Anderson, Columbia City, Peru, and Richmond. In part thanks 
to its partnership with Centerville, IMPA plans to have constructed over 150 MW of 
solar generation as a part of its portfolio by the end of 2021. 
 “The energizing of Centerville’s solar park brought IMPA to 99 MW of 
constructed solar capacity,” said Jack Alvey, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer of IMPA. “This is a significant achievement for IMPA as we approach 
our goal to complete greater than 150 MW by 2021, and we want to thank Centerville’s 
community leaders for collaborating with us on this project.” 
 To learn more about IMPA and how the organization benefits your community, 
visit www.impa.com.
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Solar Park Ribbon Cutting
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