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“Looking back, the City of Lawrenceburg has 
had another extremely busy and successful event 
schedule throughout the spring, summer, and fall 
months.  I’m so proud of the events like Music 
on the River, Tastes of Summer, Whiskey City 
Challenge, Whiskey City Summer Fest and Fall 
Music Fest that have brought Lawrenceburg back 
to life, so to speak.  I am amazed at how many 
people attend each of these events.  
 My wife and I love to go to Music on the 
River on Thursday nights and sit back by the 
Civic Park splash pad to watch the kids play in 
the water.  There’s just nothing like the innocence 
and purity of little kids’ laughter.  The August 11th 
Music on the River featured classic rock.  As it was 
a cooler than usual summer night, the kids were 
not playing in the fountain.  My wife and I moved 
up closer to the stage and we were entertained all 
night long with these two beautiful young ladies 
dancing on the sidewalk.  I sat there and watched 
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these girls having a blast 
and I thought this is what 
this is all about - great 
family fun.  I asked their 
parents if I could get a 
picture of them for my 
section of the newsletter.  
They laughed and said, 
“If you can get them to 
stand still long enough, 
you are welcome to get 
their picture.”  



2. Indiana Municipal Power Agency

All about Residential Solar
As utility customer of an IMPA member 
community, the electricity powering your 
property comes from a diverse power supply 
portfolio that includes renewable resources 
like solar and wind energy. This portfolio is 
capable of supplying power to your home 
around the clock, every day of the year. 
Still, some residents have shown interest in 
installing their own rooftop solar panels or 
small-scale renewable generator. If you are 
considering a renewable installation on your 
property, you may have several questions 
about the advantages and drawbacks of 
such a project. Here are some answers to 
the most frequently asked questions about 
solar installation:

Should I install solar panels at my home/business?
Anyone thinking about solar installation 
should consider what aspect of renewables 
interests them. Do you believe it will benefit the 
environment? Or do you want to simply have 
backup generation if there is an outage in the 
town? Rooftop solar is generally not an effective 
backup generation resource unless it is installed 
with additional equipment such as batteries 
and a transfer switch, making it much more 
expensive. Home backup generators powered 
by natural gas, propane, or diesel are generally 
more cost-effective and reliable than renewable 
power would be. However, rooftop solar could 

certainly help you think your home is more 
environmentally-responsible. Your community 
and its wholesale power provider, the Indiana 
Municipal Power Agency, are increasingly 
expanding their reliance on renewables, so 
the power supplied to your property becomes 
greener each year already. Additionally, even 
with a solar installation, your home or business 
would likely still rely on your local utility’s power 
supply at night and on cloudy or snowy days. 
Therefore, individuals must consider if the 
benefits would be enough to outweigh the costs 
of installation and maintenance.

Will investing in residential/commercial solar save me money?
As customers of a public power utility, local 
residents and business owners already have 
access to some of the lowest electric rates in the 
state of Indiana. Additionally, if you live in a small 
home and own energy efficient lighting and 
appliances, installing solar may not be worth the 
financial investment and time. Solar installation 

generally requires high upfront costs that take 
years of smooth operation to pay themselves 
off. Even then, you would still have to pay a 
monthly electric bill to your local utility for 
remaining connected to the town to be able to 
have reliable electricity supply when your solar 
panels aren’t generating energy. 



Your municipal electric utility does not discourage anyone from considering solar installation—as a 
public power utility, the organization wants what is best for all utility customers in the community. 
However, anyone interested in a solar project should be educated on the various factors that could 
affect the costs, installation, maintenance, and operation of such a project before investing. If you 
have any further questions about residential solar, call your local utility office, where the staff will be 
able to get you answers to more questions. 
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Will I be able to live “off-the-grid” if I install solar panels?
Solar panels are only able to generate electricity 
when the sun is shining, so they would not be 
able to supply energy to your property at all 
times. Battery technology for electric storage is 
possible, but this would be an additional cost on 
top of solar installation, and most batteries are 
expensive due to their novelty. Also, remember 
that batteries have to be recharged about every 
four to eight hours depending on the load placed 

on them. This means that the times when you 
use electricity the most—in the evening when 
most people are coming home from work or 
school—is when your panels would generate the 
least throughout the day. If you’d still like access 
to electricity at these times, without batteries, 
you’d need to continue relying on power from 
the local utility. 

What about IMPA Constructed Solar Parks?
The Indiana Municipal Power Agency (IMPA), your community’s wholesale power provider, has 
constructed nearly 200 megawatts (MW) of solar capacity throughout members in the state. The 
energy generated at these facilities is kept within the city or town where each solar park is located, 
helping to provide renewable resources to small Hoosier communities. Additionally, IMPA has 
executed power purchase agreements for additional renewable energy to further diversify power 
resources and support environmentally-responsible energy. The power purchased through these 
agreements helps to incorporate green energy into the profile of all IMPA member communities, 
even those without a local solar park.

 As IMPA continues to expand its solar 
program and invest in more renewable 
generation, the power supplied to each 
of its member communities becomes 
greener. Consumers who are interested in 
doing their part to reduce their personal 
carbon footprint and support renewable 
energy can contribute by participating in 
IMPA’s Green Power Program. At a minimal 
additional cost per kilowatt-hour more 
a month, participants ensure that their 
energy consumption is partly offset through 
support of renewable resources. Learn more 
at www.impa.com/greenpowerprogram. 



Rachel Murphy has been an employee of Lawrenceburg 
Municipal Utilities for five fabulous years. Prior to working 
at LMU, she spent several years working in customer service 
and banking. Rachel is a graduate of the Indiana University 
East business program, earning her Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business Administration right here in Lawrenceburg.  
Rachel’s favorite part of her position at LMU is getting to 
know the customers she serves while running the drive thru.  
In her spare time, Rachel enjoys shopping with her daughter, 
attending concerts, and camping with her family.
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Employee Spotlight:
Rachel Murphy

 I want to share that I’m so proud of our great LMU team. We strive to earn your trust and work 
very hard to prove that to you every day. We continue to manage LMU funds very carefully with 
funding focused on projects that improve the reliability of our systems. We have made significant 
improvements in the two years that I have been your Utility Director and we will continue to make sure 
we are providing excellent customer service every day.  
 Projects completed and/or in progress:

• Animal Protection at the Walker Substation
• Lawrenceburg Fairgrounds electric upgrades 
• St. Elizabeth Hospital Substation maintenance improvements 
• Horizon Way underground electric replacement 
• Repair of streetlights
• Asset Management Study to address service disruption preventions
• SCADA system implemented 
• Metering system upgrade with 5-year Electric-Water Meter Replacement Project
• GIS Mapping for all utilities 

 I would also like to say a special thank you to our Civil City General Foreman Brad Massey and 
his team. The Lawrenceburg Civil City team help LMU clear the trees and undergrowth below our 
power lines. This makes it so much easier for us to work on the electric lines, especially emergency 
response during storm conditions. Brad and his team are great to work with and are doing a fantastic 
job helping us.
 On behalf of the Lawrenceburg Utility Department, we look forward to serving our customers 
with reliable electric service you can depend on. Here’s to a great fall and winter season here in 
Lawrenceburg. Go Tigers!

Kinnett’s Corner
-continued from page 1
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Introducing Smart Hub For LMU

Call 811
Indiana’s 811 service is a free 
resource that you should 
contact whenever you’re 
planning your next outdoor 
home improvement project. 
Call the number 811 to get a 
visit from utility experts who 
will mark their buried utility 
lines in your yard. These 
marks will help you determine 
the safety of your project or 
if you will need to consider 
modifying your plans.

FOR LAWRENCEBURG MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

SMARTHUB features convenient Web or Mobil App options for life on 
the go.  Use Anytime - Anywhere. 

VIEW UITLITY USAGE & BILLING  / MANAGE YOUR ACCOUNT / PAY UTILITY BILLS 

  REGISTER TODAY WITH SMARTHUB 

Download the App on your                                         
smart device by searching for  

Smarthub, then:   

•  Search by name - Lawrenceburg 

•  Select Lawrenceburg Municipal Utilities 

•  Confirm the Utility & Create an account. 

 
OR 

Create an account online by visiting 

• www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com 

• Click on the UTILITIES tab 

• Click - Online Utility Payments.   

Questions, please contact LMU for assistance.  

812-532-3500 - Option #3. 

www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com 



The MUNICIPAL POWER 
NEWS is a periodic 

publication of the Indiana 
Municipal Power Agency 
and the 61 communities 

that it serves with 
wholesale power. 

Editor: Niki Dick
Senior Director of 

Marketing Communications

Correspondent:  
Whitney Hicks 

Communications Specialist

Cooking Corner
For a chance to 

be featured in the 
newsletter and win a 

prize, send your recipe 
to: 

MPN Recipes
11610 N. College Ave.

Carmel, IN 46032 
or 

newsletter@impa.com 

- 2 cans crescent rolls
- 2 lbs ground beef
- 2 pkgs taco seasoning

Taco Pie
Recipe submitted by Linda of Dublin, Indiana

- 2 cans Hunt’s tomato sauce
- 16 oz grated cheddar

Press the rolls into a greased 9 x 13 pan. Brown ground beef and 
drain grease. Add seasoning and sauce and simmer until hot. 
Pour over crust then sprinkle cheese on top. Bake at 400 degrees 
for 20 minutes or until crust is brown.        

6.

- Thawed Chicken Thighs or Drumsticks
- 1 can Pineapple Chunks 
- Butter
- Honey
- Salt and Pepper
- 1 can Green Beans

Pineapple Chicken and Green Beans
Recipe submitted by Bonnie of Tipton, Indiana

Place chicken pieces in baking dish spaced evenly. Pour 
undrained pineapple can and juices all around the chicken 
pieces. Cut butter into small sections and place one piece on 
each piece of chicken. Drizzle honey over chicken, and salt 
and pepper the chicken. Pour drained green beans around and 
throughout the chicken pieces. Bake chicken at 400 degrees for 
about 45 minutes or until cooked thoroughly. 
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Energy Efficiency
Heat waves cause most households to consume high amounts of energy in attempts to keep the 
indoors cool. This year, IMPA encourages everyone to use the warm weather as a fresh opportunity 
to save energy and utility costs. 

Give your air conditioner a break by installing and using 
blinds, shades, and films during the hottest parts of the 
day. Purchasing stylish window treatments can not only 
make your home more beautiful, but they can block the 
sun’s heat from making its way into your home during 
the day. Alternatively, opening your windows can allow 
naturally occurring breezes to cool your home without 
switching on the A/C.

Instead of using an oven or stove inside, which can bring a 
lot of heat into your home, try cooking outdoors regularly. 
If you are cooking indoors, try to cover your pots and pans 
during the process to trap heat, rather than let it expand 
to the rest of the room. Not only will this keep your kitchen 
cool, but it will help your food cook faster. Additionally, be 
sure to use the smallest pans available, which will heat 
more quickly than larger cookware.

Check your home for cracks and leaks that can be 
repaired. You can use low-cost caulk to seal any cracks 
you find around your home to keep warm air out. Air loss 
through ducts can also lead to high energy consumption, 
so be sure to seal and insulate ducts in your home. Not 
only will these repairs and upgrades lower your energy 
consumption in the summer, but they’ll come in handy in 
the winter when you’re trying to keep your home warm as 
well.

 Energy efficiency is becoming more important than ever, especially as the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator (MISO) region, a region that incorporates much of the state of 
Indiana, announced insufficient resources to cover peaks of energy usage that were expected this 
summer. As a result, Indiana had a higher-than-normal risk of energy emergencies through hot 
months this year. Though this annoucement was specific to MISO, similar issues could arise for any 
region due to power plant closures and retirements, making it an important topic to stay aware of.
 While these circumstances are still unlikely, doing your part to reduce your household’s 
energy consumption can help the greater issue of shortages, and reduce utility costs at the same 
time. Consider the following tips that you and your family can implement at home to reduce your 
energy consumption while hot weather is still upon us:
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ACCEPTABLE RECYCLING ITEMS:
Place items loose (not bagged!) in your curbside recycling can.

CARDBOARD
MIXED PAPER

Cardboard, 
newspapers, 

magazines, catalogs, 
junk mail & office 

paper.

CARTONS
Remove any 

materials or food. 
Breakdown and 
flatten boxes.

METAL
CONTAINERS

Clean and empty 
food and beverage 
containers. Aerosol 

cans must be empty.

PLASTIC
CONTAINERS
Clean and empty 

containers, soap bottles 
or jugs. Replace caps on 

containers.

GLASS BOTTLES
& JARS

Clean and empty
glass containers.

Labels may
stay on.

ITEMS NOT COLLECTED FOR RECYCLING:

No Bagged
Recyclables
(No Garbage)

No Hoses, 
Cords, 

Leashes
or Wires

No Plastic Bags
or

Plastic Wrap

No
Batteries

No
Scrap Metal

No
Styrofoam™
or Clamshell 
Containers

CAN IT FOR
A GREENER
PLANET.

NEW TRASH AND RECYCLING COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 6TH 2022
• TRASH ROUTE A: TUESDAY – If your garbage was collected on Monday & Thursday,  
 the new trash collection date will be Tuesday.
• TRASH ROUTE B: WEDNESDAY – If your garbage was collected on Tuesday
 and Friday, the new trash collection date will be Wednesday.
• RECYCLING CAN PICKUP: THURSDAY
• NO TRASH OR RECYCLING PICKUPS ON HOLIDAYS

Learn more at www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com
or contact the Lawrenceburg Civil City Garage

at 812-537-7138 for more information and assistance.


	Lawrenceburg_Volume27_Issue2
	InteriorPages_Vol27_Iss2
	Lawrenceburg_Volume27_Issue2
	InteriorPages_Vol27_Iss2
	Lawrenceburg_Volume27_Issue2

