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Downtown Revitalization 
Remains Ongoing Focus
The City of Rensselaer remains dedicated to 
improving the community’s cultural, social and 
economic development. As Jasper County’s 
seat, Rensselaer’s city officials, community 
partners and community members pursue 
funding sources to improve downtown areas, 
as a means to improve the quality of life for 
local residents, visitors and potential business 
interests. 
 Leading the way toward the revitalization 
of the downtown area, Rensselaer will update 
its Comprehensive Plan from 2007, thanks 
to a recent grant that the City received from 
the Indiana Office of Community and Rural 
Affairs. Comprehensive planning is a process 
in which community goals and aspirations are 
determined, and a plan of action to achieve the 
agreed upon vision is put in place. 

“If you’re failing to plan, 
then you’re planning to fail”

It is this very idea which the Comprehensive 
Plan needs to distill to further the economic 
prosperity of a community and encourage 
growth in the future. All of this is being 
made possible through the City’s partnership 
with American Structurepoint, Inc., out of 
Indianapolis. Residents and other local/area 
interests are encouraged to learn more, get 
involved and visit the dedicated website at 
www.rensselaercompplan.com/get-involved. 
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2. Indiana Municipal Power Agency

All about Residential Solar
As utility customer of an IMPA member 
community, the electricity powering your 
property comes from a diverse power supply 
portfolio that includes renewable resources 
like solar and wind energy. This portfolio is 
capable of supplying power to your home 
around the clock, every day of the year. 
Still, some residents have shown interest in 
installing their own rooftop solar panels or 
small-scale renewable generator. If you are 
considering a renewable installation on your 
property, you may have several questions 
about the advantages and drawbacks of 
such a project. Here are some answers to 
the most frequently asked questions about 
solar installation:

Should I install solar panels at my home/business?
Anyone thinking about solar installation 
should consider what aspect of renewables 
interests them. Do you believe it will benefit the 
environment? Or do you want to simply have 
backup generation if there is an outage in the 
town? Rooftop solar is generally not an effective 
backup generation resource unless it is installed 
with additional equipment such as batteries 
and a transfer switch, making it much more 
expensive. Home backup generators powered 
by natural gas, propane, or diesel are generally 
more cost-effective and reliable than renewable 
power would be. However, rooftop solar could 

certainly help you think your home is more 
environmentally-responsible. Your community 
and its wholesale power provider, the Indiana 
Municipal Power Agency, are increasingly 
expanding their reliance on renewables, so 
the power supplied to your property becomes 
greener each year already. Additionally, even 
with a solar installation, your home or business 
would likely still rely on your local utility’s power 
supply at night and on cloudy or snowy days. 
Therefore, individuals must consider if the 
benefits would be enough to outweigh the costs 
of installation and maintenance.

Will investing in residential/commercial solar save me money?
As customers of a public power utility, local 
residents and business owners already have 
access to some of the lowest electric rates in the 
state of Indiana. Additionally, if you live in a small 
home and own energy efficient lighting and 
appliances, installing solar may not be worth the 
financial investment and time. Solar installation 

generally requires high upfront costs that take 
years of smooth operation to pay themselves 
off. Even then, you would still have to pay a 
monthly electric bill to your local utility for 
remaining connected to the town to be able to 
have reliable electricity supply when your solar 
panels aren’t generating energy. 



Your municipal electric utility does not discourage anyone from considering solar installation—as a 
public power utility, the organization wants what is best for all utility customers in the community. 
However, anyone interested in a solar project should be educated on the various factors that could 
affect the costs, installation, maintenance, and operation of such a project before investing. If you 
have any further questions about residential solar, call your local utility office, where the staff will be 
able to get you answers to more questions. 
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Will I be able to live “off-the-grid” if I install solar panels?
Solar panels are only able to generate electricity 
when the sun is shining, so they would not be 
able to supply energy to your property at all 
times. Battery technology for electric storage is 
possible, but this would be an additional cost on 
top of solar installation, and most batteries are 
expensive due to their novelty. Also, remember 
that batteries have to be recharged about every 
four to eight hours depending on the load placed 

on them. This means that the times when you 
use electricity the most—in the evening when 
most people are coming home from work or 
school—is when your panels would generate the 
least throughout the day. If you’d still like access 
to electricity at these times, without batteries, 
you’d need to continue relying on power from 
the local utility. 

What about IMPA Constructed Solar Parks?
The Indiana Municipal Power Agency (IMPA), your community’s wholesale power provider, has 
constructed nearly 200 megawatts (MW) of solar capacity throughout members in the state. The 
energy generated at these facilities is kept within the city or town where each solar park is located, 
helping to provide renewable resources to small Hoosier communities. Additionally, IMPA has 
executed power purchase agreements for additional renewable energy to further diversify power 
resources and support environmentally-responsible energy. The power purchased through these 
agreements helps to incorporate green energy into the profile of all IMPA member communities, 
even those without a local solar park.

 As IMPA continues to expand its solar 
program and invest in more renewable 
generation, the power supplied to each 
of its member communities becomes 
greener. Consumers who are interested in 
doing their part to reduce their personal 
carbon footprint and support renewable 
energy can contribute by participating in 
IMPA’s Green Power Program. At a minimal 
additional cost per kilowatt-hour more 
a month, participants ensure that their 
energy consumption is partly offset through 
support of renewable resources. Learn more 
at www.impa.com/greenpowerprogram. 



Within the website, is a link to a survey, feedback 
- sharing your ideas and dreams, is vital in the 
City’s endeavor to make its Comprehensive Plan 
for Rensselaer.
   A few years ago, community interest groups 
shared with City officials and partners a video, 
plans and ideas for the many enhancements 
envisioned for an improved downtown area. 
Several beautification improvements were 
proposed but, for now, remain a vision. With the 
recent award of a federal EDA grant, Rensselaer 
will soon start the long-awaited Brick Streets 
Improvements Project. This EDA investment 
supports the City with making streetscape 
infrastructure improvements that will help 
boost tourism in the city’s downtown core. 
The project will include sidewalks, pedestrian/
bicycle paths, improved ADA access, stormwater 
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Tidbits & Trivia
The Indiana Municipal Power  Agency 
(IMPA) is a not-for-profit organization 
that provides a low-cost, reliable, and 
environmentally-responsible power 
supply to its members. IMPA provides 
this wholesale power to 61 communities 
in Indiana and Ohio, who collectively 

make up the Agency’s membership.

Question: What 
is one method 
for reducing 
your energy 

consumption in 
hot weather?

Send your answer to 
newsletter@impa.com, along with 
your name, e-mail address, and address 
for a chance to win an energy efficiency 

prize pack! 

Reader Survey
Is there more about your community that 
you would like to know? Do you have 
questions about how public power or your 
municipally-owned utility works? Would 
you like to learn more tips and tricks as to 
how you can improve your home’s energy 

efficiency?

Reach out to newsletter@impa.com to  
suggest topics for future Municipal Power 
News newsletters and let us know what 
articles you enjoy most, and what you’d 

like to see next!

Downtown Revitalization
Ongoing Focus

-continued from page 1



first for Rensselaer.  
 Among the many envisioned 
enhancements that will become a reality 
is a new downtown park with a notable 
fountain feature, a performance stage, and 
seating. A true enhancement and welcomed 
improvement after the 2019 fire left property 
owners and the community wondering, 
“now what?”. When a fire causes damage 
to an entire block in the downtown area it 
is devastating, creates a great sense of loss 
for a small community, but this planned 
park continues to prove that Rensselaer 
is resilient. We are not only able to move 
forward from such a tragedy to our historic 
downtown, but it renewed Rensselaer’s 
citizens admiration for our city’s and area’s 
first responders and all they did to preserve 
as much of our historic downtown as 
possible. A true enhancement effort on its 
own. 
 City official’s goal and vision for 
the downtown area is to provide a vibrant 
atmosphere to spend leisure time and gather 
with friends, family and neighbors. With such 
improvements, the city anticipates seeing 
economic advantages, as well. A walkable, 
bustling downtown is not only attractive for 
residents, but helps businesses and people 
to consider a move to Rensselaer, so the 
revitalization projects also help boost the 
community’s economy. 
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Get Involved!

Visit the Comprehensive Plan project 
website to stay up to date:  
https://www.rensselaercompplan.com/

Take the survey, link is located on the 
website’s home page.  Share your thoughts 

and feedback.  Share the link with 
others.  The project survey takes about 
10 minutes to complete.  

If you have any questions or would 
like additional information, call 
Rensselaer’s Building Department at 
(219) 866-2311 or Mayor’s Office at 
(219) 866-5212.

improvements, new street lighting, new trash 
receptacles, and renovated brick streets on 
Van Rensselaer and Harrison Streets, the two 
(2) sides of the courthouse square the City 
is responsible for. The City waited patiently 
through the 2020 shut-downs, that restricted so 
many daily and anticipated activities. The recent 
announcement of the EDA grant award was a 
true celebration for City officials, and will be a 
learning experience for all involved as Rensselaer 
proceeds in meeting all Federal requirements, a 
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Cooking Corner
For a chance to 

be featured in the 
newsletter and win a 

prize, send your recipe 
to: 

MPN Recipes
11610 N. College Ave.

Carmel, IN 46032 
or 

newsletter@impa.com 

- 2 cans crescent rolls
- 2 lbs ground beef
- 2 pkgs taco seasoning

Taco Pie
Recipe submitted by Linda of Dublin, Indiana

- 2 cans Hunt’s tomato sauce
- 16 oz grated cheddar

Press the rolls into a greased 9 x 13 pan. Brown ground beef and 
drain grease. Add seasoning and sauce and simmer until hot. 
Pour over crust then sprinkle cheese on top. Bake at 400 degrees 
for 20 minutes or until crust is brown.        

6.

- Thawed Chicken Thighs or Drumsticks
- 1 can Pineapple Chunks 
- Butter
- Honey
- Salt and Pepper
- 1 can Green Beans

Pineapple Chicken and Green Beans
Recipe submitted by Bonnie of Tipton, Indiana

Place chicken pieces in baking dish spaced evenly. Pour 
undrained pineapple can and juices all around the chicken 
pieces. Cut butter into small sections and place one piece on 
each piece of chicken. Drizzle honey over chicken, and salt 
and pepper the chicken. Pour drained green beans around and 
throughout the chicken pieces. Bake chicken at 400 degrees for 
about 45 minutes or until cooked thoroughly. 

Advance  
Anderson  
Argos  
Bainbridge  
Bargersville  
Blanchester, OH 
Bremen  
Brooklyn  
Brookston  
Centerville  
Chalmers
Coatesville 
Columbia City

Covington  
Crawfordsville  
Darlington 
Dublin 
Dunreith   
Edinburgh  
Etna Green 
Flora 
Frankfort  
Frankton  
Gas City 
Greendale  
Greenfield   
 

Huntingburg  
Jamestown  
Jasper  
Kingsford Heights  
Knightstown  
Ladoga 
Lawrenceburg  
Lebanon  
Lewisville 
Linton 
Middletown  
Montezuma 
New Ross  
 

Paoli
Pendleton  
Peru  
Pittsboro  
Rensselaer 
Richmond  
Rising Sun  
Rockville 
Scottsburg  
South Whitley  
Spiceland 
Straughn 
Tell City  
 

Thorntown  
Tipton 
Troy 
Veedersburg 
Walkerton 
Washington 
Waynetown 
Williamsport 
Winamac   
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Energy Efficiency
Heat waves cause most households to consume high amounts of energy in attempts to keep the 
indoors cool. This year, IMPA encourages everyone to use the warm weather as a fresh opportunity 
to save energy and utility costs. 

Give your air conditioner a break by installing and using 
blinds, shades, and films during the hottest parts of the 
day. Purchasing stylish window treatments can not only 
make your home more beautiful, but they can block the 
sun’s heat from making its way into your home during 
the day. Alternatively, opening your windows can allow 
naturally occurring breezes to cool your home without 
switching on the A/C.

Instead of using an oven or stove inside, which can bring a 
lot of heat into your home, try cooking outdoors regularly. 
If you are cooking indoors, try to cover your pots and pans 
during the process to trap heat, rather than let it expand 
to the rest of the room. Not only will this keep your kitchen 
cool, but it will help your food cook faster. Additionally, be 
sure to use the smallest pans available, which will heat 
more quickly than larger cookware.

Check your home for cracks and leaks that can be 
repaired. You can use low-cost caulk to seal any cracks 
you find around your home to keep warm air out. Air loss 
through ducts can also lead to high energy consumption, 
so be sure to seal and insulate ducts in your home. Not 
only will these repairs and upgrades lower your energy 
consumption in the summer, but they’ll come in handy in 
the winter when you’re trying to keep your home warm as 
well.

 Energy efficiency is becoming more important than ever, especially as the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator (MISO) region, a region that incorporates much of the state of 
Indiana, announced insufficient resources to cover peaks of energy usage that were expected this 
summer. As a result, Indiana had a higher-than-normal risk of energy emergencies through hot 
months this year. Though this annoucement was specific to MISO, similar issues could arise for any 
region due to power plant closures and retirements, making it an important topic to stay aware of.
 While these circumstances are still unlikely, doing your part to reduce your household’s 
energy consumption can help the greater issue of shortages, and reduce utility costs at the same 
time. Consider the following tips that you and your family can implement at home to reduce your 
energy consumption while hot weather is still upon us:
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Pay Your Utility Bill 
Online

Visit www.cityofrensselaerin.com and click on 
the “Online Bill Pay” icon on the home page to ac-
cess easy, contactless utility payment options. Here, 
you will be able to log into your utility account and 
pay any current invoices. If you aren’t currently 
registered online, registration is simple—just have a 
utility bill on hand to enter the correct information 
into the online registration form. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, call 
Rensselaer’s utility office at (219) 866-7884.
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