
POWER NEWS

Municipal Power News

How ‘bout them Tigers?  Wow, did this team ever improve throughout 
the year.  If you would have told me after I watched the Taylor game this 
year that this team would be the State Runner-up, I would have told you 
that you are crazy.  The Lawrenceburg HS Football team worked extremely 
hard and improved so much each week.  We are so proud of what this 
team and the coaching staff has accomplished.  Congratulations!
 LMU entered a decked-out bucket truck and equipment trailer in 
the Lawrenceburg Christmas Parade.  The LMU employees came to me 
and said, “We want to enter a float in the parade under one condition – 
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we are going to win.”  I told them I would not expect any different and to go win it. And they did.  Well~ LMU 
won one award and the City Garage won the other award. We are happy it turned out this way.  Both LMU and 
the City Garage are deserving of these wins because both departments worked very hard to have great floats. 
LMU and the City Garage both donated what they won to a charity of their choice, which makes me very proud 
of both departments. We sure have great and caring people that work for the City and LMU.  

 Wow - what a Christmas parade it was and what a good time.  
It was great to see all of the floats, bands, participants, and the 
streets lined with people throughout the whole parade route.  We 
made sure we had plenty of candy and stress bulbs to throw out.  
It took me back to the good ole days when I was in school here at 
Lawrenceburg and the parades we had.
 Now down to business.  As I have mentioned in the past, at 
LMU we have identified many improvements we want to make to 
your utility over the next five years with a very aggressive Capital 
Improvement Plan.  I’m proud to say we have been extremely 
successful in implementing the plan.  

• We have just about completed our GIS mapping project for the electric, water, sewer, and storm assets.  
All of the mapping will be completed by April 2023.  This was a big undertaking with over 10,000 assets 
surveyed so far.  

• We have updated our metering system to an AMI metering system and we are in the process of changing 
out all of our electric and water meters.  It is amazing what we can do with this new metering system and 
all the helpful information this system provides us for our electric and water systems.  This metering system 
automatically detects problems and, in some cases, we can fix the problem before the customer even knows 
there is a problem.  

We have changed out approximately 80% of our electric meters at this point.  
We are in the process of changing out all the water meters with almost 20% complete thru our water 
meter changeout program.

LMU is extremely focused on improving the reliability of your utility systems with good strides here recently.   The 
improvements we will complete in the next couple of years will make our utility systems even more reliable. Thank 
you for allowing me to serve as your Utility Director, and as Coach Knigga always says, “GO TIGERS!”
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Rising Costs 
Around the World 

Prices for day-to-day essentials, such as 
food and gasoline, have noticeably risen in our 
post-pandemic world. Inflation has reached 
a historic rate, climbing higher than it has in 
40 years due to several causes, including the 
lasting effects of COVID-19 and increases in 
supply/demand imbalances. Families across 
the country are reevaluating their spending 
habits as prices for everyday essentials are 
noticeably rising. From the gas pump to the 
grocery store, adjusting to these cost surges 
has proven difficult for many as rising costs 
continue to have ramifications on so many 
consumer goods and services. 
 Not only are average citizens feeling 
the impact of inflation, but companies and 
manufacturers are facing similar challenges, 
including those in the utility industry. The 
cost of generating and delivering energy to 
the millions of utility customers around the 
country is steadily increasing, in large part due 
to increases in fuel costs, supply chain issues, 
US energy policy, and the conflict in Ukraine.  
According to the New York Times, natural gas 
accounts for production of approximately 
40% of the country’s electricity, so a cost 
increase in the fuel leads to price increases of 
energy. Similarly, other fuel sources like coal 
have seen price increases as well.  Supply 
chain issues and delays have affected fuel 
delivery, as well have made maintaining and 
improving electric infrastructure more costly 
for utilities who are trying to keep up with 
grid modernization to provide high quality 
service and protect electric assets.
 As utilities attempt to address the 
myriad of issues impacting operations and 
prices, utility customers across the United 

States are beginning to see these rising costs 
reflected in their utility bills each month. In 
a July rate comparison, Indiana’s investor-
owned utilities saw an average 9.2% increase 
in their residential electric bills compared to 
the same month last year. Other investor-
owned utilities have raised rates even further 
since then, with some increases in the double 
digits, making the disparity even larger.
 The Indiana Municipal Power Agency 
(IMPA), your community’s wholesale power 
provider, is not immune to these wider 
economic issues. However, the Agency has 
taken precautions over its nearly 40 years of 
existence to guard against market instability, 
such as what we’re experiencing now, to 
lessen the impact on rates. IMPA’s diverse 
generation resource portfolio includes power 
generated by natural gas, nuclear, coal, and 
renewable facilities. This diversity helps to 
balance affordability and reliable electric 
service even through difficult economic 
conditions. 
 Additionally, both IMPA and your 
community are public power utilities, 
meaning they are not-for-profit entities 
operated by local municipalities. Nationwide, 
public power utilities traditionally provide 



3.Municipal Power News

While all of us try to combat the rise in costs of living, take note of the following 
energy efficiency tips that can be used year-round to reduce your electric consumption:

Wash and dry your clothes and use your dishwasher at night 
(after 7:00pm) when energy demand is much lower. This reduces 
strain on the power grid and can reduce your costs as you won’t 
be using energy during peak times of the day. Washing your 
laundry with cold water will also reduce the amount of energy 
consumed from heating your home’s water.

Avoid peeking in the oven while you bake. Opening the oven 
door releases a significant amount of heat, reducing the internal 
temperature by as much as 25 degrees. This forces your oven to 
expend more energy to bring itself back up to temp, and your 
food won’t bake as evenly. 

Don’t charge your phone overnight. Besides being a fire 
hazard, this method uses much more energy than necessary 
to charge your phone. It only takes a couple hours to charge 
electronic devices, so try to do this during the day when 
you can monitor the battery and unplug as soon as it’s full. 

Energy Efficiency for All Times of the Year 

electric services at a lower cost when 
compared to investor-owned utilities and 
cooperative utilities, and this remains true 
through ongoing inflation. Both your utility 
and IMPA work together to ensure that the 
electric rates that consumers pay are as low 
as possible while still maintaining proper 
function of the local electric system and 
investing in necessary upgrades.   

 Your local utility understands the 
difficulty of the current economic situation 
and encourages anyone struggling with 
paying their utility bill to contact them. IMPA 
and its member communities strive to serve 
you—customers, neighbors, and friends 
of municipal utilities in the Midwest—with 
competitive costs, reliable service, and an 
environmentally-responsible power supply. 



Travis Dee is a Lineman for Lawrenceburg Municipal 
Utilities.  He started his career five years ago and 
completed his apprenticeshipin in 2022.  Travis 
enjoys giving back to the community in which he 
resides.  He has been a Lawrenceburg resident for 
fifteen years and graduated from neighboring East 
Central High School.  
 
Travis is married and has two children.  He enjoys 
spending his time with his family.  He also enjoys 
hunting, fishing, and being outdoors when he has 
free time to do so.
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Employee Spotlight:
Travis Dee

2023 City of Lawrenceburg 
Community Calendar 

Now Available

All current LMU residents and existing 
Lawrenceburg businesses will have the 2023 
Community Calendar mailed to the address 
on file. Due to limited supply there will not 
be extra calendars available for pick up at the 
LMU drive thru.
 
The 2023 City of Lawrenceburg Community 
Calendar, sponsored by the City of Lawrenceburg, Lawrenceburg Utility Department and 
Lawrenceburg Conservancy District, serves as a government guide full of pertinent info and 
contact access for Elected Officials, City Departments & City Services, along with City Council, 
Boards, and Commissions Meeting Schedules, plus lots more. Don’t miss the upcoming 2023 City 
of Lawrenceburg and Lawrenceburg Main Street event highlights and celebrate 2022 in review with 
wonderful calendar pictures selected to capture the Hoosier spirit of Lawrenceburg, Indiana. Enjoy! 
 
Visit www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com today and Discover Lawrenceburg ~ A City on the Rise!
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Introducing Smart Hub For LMU

Call 811
Indiana’s 811 service is a free 
resource that you should 
contact whenever you’re 
planning your next outdoor 
home improvement project. 
Call the number 811 to get a 
visit from utility experts who 
will mark their buried utility 
lines in your yard. These 
marks will help you determine 
the safety of your project or 
if you will need to consider 
modifying your plans.

FOR LAWRENCEBURG MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

SMARTHUB features convenient Web or Mobil App options for life on 
the go.  Use Anytime - Anywhere. 

VIEW UITLITY USAGE & BILLING  / MANAGE YOUR ACCOUNT / PAY UTILITY BILLS 

  REGISTER TODAY WITH SMARTHUB 

Download the App on your                                         
smart device by searching for  

Smarthub, then:   

•  Search by name - Lawrenceburg 

•  Select Lawrenceburg Municipal Utilities 

•  Confirm the Utility & Create an account. 

 
OR 

Create an account online by visiting 

• www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com 

• Click on the UTILITIES tab 

• Click - Online Utility Payments.   

Questions, please contact LMU for assistance.  

812-532-3500 - Option #3. 

www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com 



The MUNICIPAL POWER 
NEWS is a periodic 

publication of the Indiana 
Municipal Power Agency 
and the 61 communities 

that it serves with 
wholesale power. 

Editor: Niki Dick
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For a chance to 
be featured in the 

newsletter and win a 
prize, send your recipe 

to: 

MPN Recipes
11610 N. College Ave.

Carmel, IN 46032 
or 

newsletter@impa.com 
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Advance  
Anderson  
Argos  
Bainbridge  
Bargersville  
Blanchester, OH 
Bremen  
Brooklyn  
Brookston  
Centerville  
Chalmers
Coatesville 
Columbia City

Covington  
Crawfordsville  
Darlington 
Dublin 
Dunreith   
Edinburgh  
Etna Green 
Flora 
Frankfort  
Frankton  
Gas City 
Greendale  
Greenfield   
 

Huntingburg  
Jamestown  
Jasper  
Kingsford Heights  
Knightstown  
Ladoga 
Lawrenceburg  
Lebanon  
Lewisville 
Linton 
Middletown  
Montezuma 
New Ross  
 

Paoli
Pendleton  
Peru  
Pittsboro  
Rensselaer 
Richmond  
Rising Sun  
Rockville 
Scottsburg  
South Whitley  
Spiceland 
Straughn 
Tell City  
 

Thorntown  
Tipton 
Troy 
Veedersburg 
Walkerton 
Washington 
Waynetown 
Williamsport 
Winamac   
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- 1/2 cup peanut butter
- 1 container chocolate 
frosting

Chocolate Peanut Drop Candy
Recipe submitted by Wanda of Covington, Indiana

- 1 1/2 cups coconut
- 1/2 cup chopped 
peanuts

In a large bowl, combine peanut butter and frosting until well 
blended. Stir in coconut and peanuts. Onto a cookie sheet, drop 
mixture by the teaspoon 2 inches apart. Allow the mixture to dry 
at room temperature for about 6 hours. Store, loosely covered.

- 4 to 6 apples
- 1 cup sugar

Simple Apple Crisp
Recipe submitted by Lonnie of Peru, Indiana

- 1/2 cup flour 
- 1 stick butter

Preheat oven to 350°F. Peel and dice the apples, then place 
them in a small baking dish. Mix up the flour and sugar in a bowl, 
then cut the butter into slices and add to the mixture, beat until 
well blended. Pour the mixture over the apples and bake 50-60 
minutes. If desired, sprinkle cinnamon on top of the crust before 
baking. Any fruit can be substituted for the apples, including 
peaches, pears, cherries, etc. 

Try these sweet treats this holiday season!



The Importance of Cybersecurity
Hacking attempts surge during the holiday season, so this time of year, it’s especially 
important to be aware of common types of cyberattacks. The most popular form of a 
cyberattack is phishing. Through phishing, criminals use emails to impersonate trustworthy 
sources in an attempt to lure victims into clicking malicious links or giving away sensitive 
information. With the use of this tactic on the rise, it’s no longer a question of if you will 
ever be targeted through phishing, it’s a matter of when. Luckily, the success of a phishing 
attack requires the recipient to take an action, giving you control over whether you become 
a victim. 

Common Traits of Phishing Scam

A suspicious link—Oftentimes, phishing emails ask the recipient to click on a link. 
If you use your mouse to hover over the link, you will generally be able to see the 
actual address that the link would take you to. In a phishing email, the link and 
the actual address are frequently mismatched. If you see a mismatched link and 
address, do not click on the link. In general, never click a link that is sent to you by 
an unknown source. 

A suspicious file—Like links, hackers can also attach legitimate looking files to 
an email that actually contain malicious software. It is best to only open files that 
you are expecting from senders that you know. Never download attachments from 
emails if you don’t know the sender. 

Poor spelling or grammar—Messages from corporations and other businesses 
are typically professional and error free. If you receive an email that looks official, 
but has spelling and grammar mistakes, it is likely a fraudulent email. 

Requests for information or money—A message that requests personal 
information or money to cover claimed expenses is likely a scam. Hackers are 
great at impersonating banks, utility companies, and other businesses to request 
sensitive information and payments, so never click on links in these emails or 
oblige their requests. 

Threatening language—Phishing attacks sometimes use threatening language, 
trying to scare the reader into taking an action against their best interest. If you 
receive an email that makes claims such as your utilities will be shut off, your bank 
account will be cancelled, or your assets will be seized if you do not respond, it is 
probably a fraudulent email. 
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You’re Invited! Mayor Mollaun will deliver his 2023 State of the City Address featuring premier highlights 
from 2022 and our community vision moving forward for 2023.

“On behalf of the City of Lawrenceburg and City Council, I invite you to see and hear for yourself the many 
ways Lawrenceburg is a City on the Rise! We are excited about the current and upcoming projects here in 
Lawrenceburg, with lots of premier events on the horizon. 2023 is going to be a major year of progress from the 
anticipated revitalization of the Liberty Theater to the progression of the Lawrenceburg Riverfront Development 
project. We look forward to sharing the State of the City Address with you and I thank you for your continued 
support.”  -Mayor Kelly Mollaun.

The Lawrenceburg 2023 State of the City Address will be posted 
via YouTube, as an archived video to view
anytime, following the State of the City Address at: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/LawrenceburgIN/videos.

More info available at 
www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com 
or contact Communications Director 
Guinevere Banschbach at 812-532-3552.  See you there! 

LAWRENCEBURG STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
Friday, February 17th from 1-2pm

Lawrenceburg Event Center
91 Walnut Street, Lawrenceburg 47025
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