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It is with great pleasure that I introduce myself as your Utility Director. 
I am so proud to be able to come back to my hometown and serve such 
wonderful people. Lawrenceburg is a special place—full of caring and 
loving people that go the extra mile to make sure their loved ones, their 
friends, and their neighbors are taken care of. It is great to see all of the 
improvements that have been made to Lawrenceburg over the years. The 
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Your Community’s Utility 
Workers Persevere

No one could have predicted what 
2020 would bring to us all, but IMPA, your 
community’s wholesale power provider, 
persevered through the uncertain year and 
continued providing its essential service to all 
61 of its member communities. IMPA is glad to 
have served as a connection point for its cities 
and towns in Indiana and Ohio to join and 
discuss their struggles and triumphs through 
the pandemic. We are truly stronger together, 
and the commitment that all members and 
their utility staff showed to protect the health 
of their communities is exemplary. 
 Even through managing the effects of a 
global pandemic, IMPA and member utilities 
continued providing public power, a crucial 
resource for residents and businesses during 
2020. Utility staff in IMPA communities across 
the Midwest were splitting shifts, working 
remotely, working in smaller groups, wearing 
masks, and social distancing to make sure 
that their service to the community remained 
uninterrupted. Field staff such as linemen and 
power plant operators persisted, determined 
to supply local, hometown, reliable electric 
service to those who needed it. Recognizing 
the financial hardships of many, all IMPA 
members followed the state’s health order 
to suspend late fees and utility disconnects 
beginning in March. The coordination of all 
IMPA members lead to the continuous power 
supply to all 61 communities served by the 
Agency, even through the most challenging 
parts of the pandemic. 
 Though COVID-19 has followed us 
into the new year, we finally see a light on 
the horizon. A return to “normal” is closer 
than ever as vaccines become more readily 
available each day. Since we are so close to the 
solution to this problem, it’s more important 

than ever to remain diligent in following 
CDC precautions until things are safer 
in the near future. We’ve made it this far, 
and we want to ensure everyone remains 
safe and healthy as the world conquers 
COVID-19. 
 IMPA truly appreciates the 
commitment to safety that our member 
utilities and communities showed 
throughout 2020. Your community’s 
linemen, utility personnel, and town 
employees weathered the unanticipated 
storm and continue to face the 
everchanging nature of the global situation. 
The next time you see one of these people, 
please take a moment to thank these 
essential workers that kept the lights on 
and our Hoosier  towns and cities running 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. IMPA 
looks forward to supporting them and 
staying committed to the healing process 
through 2021.
 If you would like to access 
information and resources regarding 
COVID-19, vaccinations, and relief 
opportunities, please visit our website at 
impa.com/covid19, or the state of Indiana’s 
website at coronavirus.in.gov.   
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Keeping Safe 
During a 
Tornado

As the winter months fall behind us and 
spring and summer come our way, new weather 
hazards have the potential to crop up. The 
occurrence of tornadoes in the state of Indiana 
picks up around March and extends all the way 
through November, with the summer months 
containing most instances. 
 Tornadoes are violent, rotating columns 
of air that move beneath a large storm system. 
A tornado extends from a thunderstorm to the 
ground, capable of causing massive amounts of 
destruction and winds that can reach speeds 
of above 250 mph. Tornadoes form when warm, 
moist air meets with cold, dry air and creates an 
instability in the atmosphere. When these two 
air masses collide, the warm air rises while the 
cool air falls, forming spinning air currents that 
start out horizontally. When these horizontal, 
spinning currents turn vertical, they become a 
tornado.
 When a tornado is on its way, the sky 
takes on a dark, greenish color. There also will 
be a visible wall cloud and possibly large hail. A 
tell-tale sign that a tornado is on its way is a loud 
roar similar to that of a freight train. Tornadoes 
can be seen as a visible funnel; however, they 
can also extend only partially to the ground or 
be completely obscured by rain or low clouds. In 
addition to the chaos that tornadoes can wreak 
by themselves, other weather hazards may 
accompany them. Flash floods are the weather 
condition that injures the most people annually. 
Lightning, damaging winds and hail may also be 
present during a tornado.
 While tornadoes generally have a short 
lifetime, averaging approximately 10 minutes, 
danger can also loom after the storm has 

withdrawn in the form of damaged power 
lines. Any storm with high winds can seriously 
harm utility lines and electrical equipment, so 
being aware and prepared for these dangers 
after a storm is vital. Any fallen tree limbs 
or debris may be hiding an electrical hazard 
because a downed power line can energize the 
objects around it. As we approach Indiana’s 
tornado season, keep in mind these tips to stay 
safe during and after the storm:

During the Storm

After the Storm

• Move to a shelter such as a 
basement. If you can’t get 
underground, move to an 
interior room on the lowest floor 
of a building, staying away from 
any windows. 

• Get under a sturdy piece of 
furniture, or cover yourself with 
blankets, pillows, or coats. 

• Do not stay in a vehicle or 
mobile home. Seek shelter in the 
nearest sturdy building.

• Stay away from downed trees, 
limbs, and debris, as they could 
be energized by a power line.

• Wear sturdy shoes/boots, long 
sleeves, and gloves if you must 
walk near debris.

• Contact your utility or the police 
to report any electrical hazards 
you see.

• Wait in a safe place, such as your 
home or a car, for the utility to  
de-energize damaged lines.

• Cooperate fully with public 
safety officials and utility 
workers. 



 If left unmanaged, tree limbs that 
touch power lines can drain electricity off 
the electrical system, resulting in voltage 
loss. Low voltage can damage motor-driven 
appliances such as refrigerators, washing 
machines, and sensitive electronics like 
computers. Even worse, tree limbs touching 
power lines put constant stress on live wires 
and potentially create a fire hazard if the 
branches catch fire and fall to the ground. 
Even if limbs aren’t directly touching utility 
lines, but are close by, they could easily be 
knocked into a line during a storm, risking 
a power outage. The Lawrenceburg Utility 
Department’s ability to maintain healthy 
trees that are trimmed away from power 
lines will help Lawrenceburg’s utility ensure 
the high-quality electric service that they’ve 
provided for 120 years.
 Through the utility department’s  
efforts, the community can continue to enjoy 
a safe environment and low-cost, reliable, and 
environmentally-responsible power supply.
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Utility Prioritizes
Tree Trimming

One of the biggest culprits of power 
outages and interruptions in the United 
States is due to tree limbs and plant growth 
interfering with electric infrastructure or 
falling on power lines. Keeping the lights on 
in Lawrenceburg homes and businesses is the 
number one priority for the Lawrenceburg 
Utility Department, which is why the workers 
spend a significant amount of time managing 
the community’s vegetation. Removing 
hazardous trees, pruning limbs, and trimming 
low-lying brush around Lawrenceburg’s 
electric infrastructure is one of the largest 
preventative measures that the utility 
department takes to improve local reliability.

LMU Electric 
Meter Testing

As the Lawrenceburg Utility 
Department pursues their meter testing 
project to maintain and improve electric 
reliability, utility customers will have 
continued scheduled electric outages. 
Testing occurs between 8:00am and 4:30pm, 
Monday through Friday. These momentary 
power outages last approximately 15 
minutes. For more information, call 
LMU at (812)532-3500, or visit the city of 
Lawrenceburg’s social media page at 
www.facebook.com/cityoflawrenceburgin 
for updates on what city region will be 
tested next.

Lawrenceburg Broadband 
Communications Billing Update

Effective July 2021, Lawrenceburg Municipal 
Utilities (LMU) will no longer include fiber 
internet billing on LMU utility bills. Starting 
on the July billing cycle, fiber customers will 
receive a separate fiber internet bill and a 
separate LMU utility bill. Bill payment for 
fiber internet service is payable to the city of 
Lawrenceburg.  Bill payment for LMU Utilities 
continues to be payable to Lawrenceburg 
Municipal Utilities. Thank you for your 
assistance.  

For more information, please call (812)532-3525 
or email jmitchell@lawrenceburg.in.gov. Office 
hours are Monday—Friday, 7:00am to 3:30pm. 
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downtown area is thriving and full of entertainment and dining options, the parks are tremendous, and our 
schools are fantastic.
 I graduated from LHS in 1982. I then attended the University of Dayton and received a BS in 
Electronic Engineering Technology. Upon graduation from UDI worked the first 9-years of my career for 
utility companies. I then worked the last 26-years as a consultant representing customers to help reduce 
their utility consumption and cost. I am fortunate to have represented companies such as Coca-Cola, DOW, 
ALCOA, Lockheed Martin, Michelin, Fifth Third Bank, and many others.
 We are fortunate to have such great infrastructure and such great people at LMU. We are currently 
working on a 5-year capital improvement plan that will allow us to spend our money wisely on projects that 
will further improve our system reliability.
 I am grateful that the Utility Board, the Mayor, and the hiring committee trusted me to be the next 
Utility Director for the City of Lawrenceburg. I look forward to serving you.

Note from LMU Director, Billy Kinnett
-continued from page 1

Pool and Electric Safety
The Consumer Product Safety Commission reports that since 1990, there have 
been 60 electrocutions and nearly 50 serious electrical shocks involving electrical 
hazards in and around swimming pools.

      Pool and Spa Safety Tips
• All outdoor receptacles should be covered to keep them dry. This is especially 

important around pools, spas and other summer water activities.
• Use a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) for electrical devices used outside 

to help prevent electrocutions and electric shock injuries. Portable GFCIs 
require no tools to install and are available at prices ranging from $12 to $30.

• Make sure all electrical equipment used for swimming pools (even the cleaning 
equipment) is grounded.

• Electrical devices and cords should be kept at least 10 feet away from water 
sources such as pools and spas. When possible, use battery operated electrical 
devices outside.

• Never handle electrical devices when you are wet – either from water activities 
or from perspiration.

• Make sure there are no power lines over a swimming pool.
• Do not swim during a thunderstorm.
• To avoid electric shock drowning, have an electrician inspect and upgrade your 

pool, spa or hot tub in  accordance with applicable local codes and the National  
Electrical Code®  (NEC).

*Information from Electrical Safety Foundation International site at www.esfi.org.
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The MUNICIPAL POWER 
NEWS is a periodic 

publication of the Indiana 
Municipal Power Agency 

and the 61 communities that 
it serves with wholesale 

power. 

Editor: Niki Dick
Director of Marketing 

Communications

Correspondent:  
Whitney Hicks 

Communications Specialist

Send submissions and 
comments to: 

11610 N. College Ave. 
Carmel, IN 46032 or  

newsletter@impa.com. 

Cooking Corner

---------------------------------------------------------------

For a chance to be featured 
in the newsletter and win a 
prize, send your recipe to: 

MPN Recipes
11610 N. College Ave.

Carmel, IN 46032 
or 

newsletter@impa.com 

IMPA 
Members 

- 1 cup flour
- 1 cup sugar
- 1 cup milk
- 1 can fruit filling

- 2 tbsp butter
- 1 tsp baking powder
- 1/4 tsp salt

Recipe submitted by Nancy Engel of Peru, Indiana

Miracle Cobbler

- 1/2 large jar of salsa
- 1 can black beans
- 1 small bag shredded 
lettuce

Easy Mexican Medley
Recipe submitted by Corrine McCann of Crawfordsville, Indiana

Advance   
Anderson  
Argos  
Bainbridge  
Bargersville  
Blanchester, OH 
Bremen  
Brooklyn  
Brookston  
Centerville  
Chalmers
Coatesville 
Columbia City  
 

Covington  
Crawfordsville  
Darlington 
Dublin 
Dunreith   
Edinburgh  
Etna Green 
Flora 
Frankfort  
Frankton  
Gas City 
Greendale  
Greenfield   
 

Huntingburg  
Jamestown  
Jasper  
Kingsford Heights  
Knightstown  
Ladoga 
Lawrenceburg  
Lebanon  
Lewisville 
Linton 
Middletown  
Montezuma 
New Ross  
 

Paoli
Pendleton  
Peru  
Pittsboro  
Rensselaer 
Richmond  
Rising Sun  
Rockville 
Scottsburg  
South Whitley  
Spiceland 
Straughn 
Tell City  
 

Thorntown  
Tipton 
Troy 
Veedersburg 
Walkerton 
Washington 
Waynetown 
Williamsport 
Winamac   
 

---------------------------------------------------------

- 1 small package shredded 
cheddar cheese
- 4 cups cooked rice
- 1 bag tortilla chips 

 Warm up a pot on low-heat and stir in the salsa and black beans. 
Cook the rice according to package directions. Place salsa and black bean 
mixture in center of a large plate. Surround the mixture with rice on the 
plate. Sprinkle lightly with cheese. Serve with tortilla chips. 

(Optional: serve with sour cream and a sprig of cilantro on top) 

 Melt butter in a 9x13 baking dish. Mix the rest of the ingredients 
in a bowl until it creates a thin batter. Pour batter into dish with melted 
butter. Add your favorite fruit filling on top of the batter with a sprinkle 
of sugar and cinnamon to taste.  
 Bake for 45 minutes at 350° and enjoy. 

Want to receive IMPA 
newsletters digitally? 

To get an online 
notification each time 
an MPN is published, 

send your email address 
and home town to 

newsletter@impa.com.
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Beautiful historic river city with quick 
access to downtown Cincinnati, Northern 
Kentucky International Airport and major 
tristate interstates. Stay & Enjoy over 100 
annual events in Downtown Lawrenceburg 
and at our award-winning Civic Park: 

• Music on the River Concert Series
• Tastes of Summer
• Whiskey City Challenge ~ 
 Professional Bike Racing 
• Whiskey City Summerfest 
• Lawrenceburg Fall Music Fest.

Lawrenceburg Features Destination Dining 
with Premier Events & Award-Winning Parks

We’re proud to invite you to Discover Lawrenceburg and 
find out why Lawrenceburg is truly a City on the Rise!

www.THINKLAWRENCEBURG.com
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“Get Out & Explore” this summer 
with the River Cities Bike Share Program, 
featuring 30 ready-to-ride 7-speed bicycles 
located throughout the cities of Aurora and 
Lawrenceburg. Equipped with a locking 
mechanism, the bikes are housed at three 
docking sites to be reserved and rented via 
the Movatic smartphone app. Details can 
be found at www.rivercitiesbikeshare.com.

Let’s Ride!
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